QUESTION






151       TOPIC : Holy Quran
What is the total period during which the Holy Quran was descended?


ANSWER









151
The descent period of the Holy Quran is 23 years. Its verses were sent down either singly or in batches as the need arose.

QUESTION





 152      TOPIC : Holy Quran
Could you please tell me what is said about a believer who does not learn the Holy Quran?


ANSWER








 152
The Holy Prophet has said "the breast (of believer) which has nothing of the Quran therein is like a deserted house".

QUESTION





 153      TOPIC : Namaz
Could you please tell me what is said about a believer who does not offer prayer?


ANSWER









 153
The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said that the name of Muslim who deliberately abandons prayer is written on the gate of Hell. Allah and His Prophet are fed up with him. The believer who is not steadfast in prayer will be raised with Pharaoh on the Doomsday. 
QUESTION





 
154      TOPIC : Azaan
What is the difference between Azaan and Iqaamah?


ANSWER









 154
The difference between Azaan and Iqaamah is that while making Azaan one should stands on a high or a elevated place outside the precinct of mosque and puts his index fingers into the ears while Iqaamah is made in mosque in the first row behind (right-side or left-side of) the Imaam without putting forefingers into the ears. Besides, in Iqaamah "Qad Qaamatis Salaah, Qad Qaamatis Salaah" (prayer is ready to stand/establish, prayer is ready to stand/ establish) is recited after "Haie-ya 'Alal Falaah".

QUESTION







155       TOPIC : Iqaamah
Should Iqaamah (Takbeer) be listened-to in sitting posture or standing position?


ANSWER











155
Imam and Muqtadi should stand hearing "Haie-ya 'Alal Falaah". It is an undesirable act to listen to Iqaamah standing.

QUESTION





 

156        TOPIC : Islam
What are the testifying words of Islam?


ANSWER




    

156
"Ashhadu Allaaa Ilaaha Illal Laahu wa Ashhadu Anna Muhammadan 'Abduhoo wa Rasooluh. (I bear witness that there is no true god save Allah and I bear witness that (Hazrat)Muhammad[peace be upon him] is the chosen servant and (true) Messenger of Allah).

QUESTION


   

157       TOPIC : Islam
How can a dumb man testify to Islam?


ANSWER











157
Since a dumb can not speak, he should communicate by gesture that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and Hazrat Muhammad (peace be upon him) is His chosen servant and true Messenger and that Islam, through and through, is the truth.

QUESTION








158      TOPIC : Nifaaq
What is the meaning of "Nifaaq" ?


ANSWER











158
To claim to be a Muslim by the tongue but to deny Islam at heart is "Nifaaq" (hypocrisy). It is stark infidelity. Such people will be consigned to the worst torment in hell.

QUESTION








159      TOPIC : Kiraaman Kaatibeen
What is the name of those angels who record good and bad deeds?


ANSWER











159
They are called "Kiraaman Kaatibeen". The angels of goodness are separate from those who record evil deeds and the angels for night and day are also separate.

QUESTION








160   


 

TOPIC : Sahifa
What is the meaning of Sahifa?


ANSWER











160
A. Sahifa pl: Suhuf are little books or leaves which Allah Almighty sent down, before the Holy Quran, for the guidance of humanity at large. These Suhuf contained good tidings, admonitions and guidelines to regulate life.

QUESTION








161 
   


TOPIC : Nabee / Rasool
Could you please tell me the difference between Nabee and Rasool?


ANSWER











161
Both the words Nabee (Prophet) and Rasool (Messenger) are usually spoken and understood in the same sense. However, "Nabee" is that chosen servant of Allah (SWT) who received divine revelations to guide human beings. Rasool (Messengers) are also among the angels. Some Islamic sages and scholars maintain that Rasool is that chosen servant of Allah (SWT) who brought new Shariah (divine law).

QUESTION








162  





TOPIC : First Prophet
Who was the first Prophet to come to the world ?


ANSWER











162
Hazrat Adam (AS) was the first Prophet and person who was sent into the world. Before him there was no human being. This is the reason why  he is called "the father of mankind". All human beings are his progeny.

QUESTION








163  





TOPIC : First Rasool
Who was the first Rasool (Messenger) to come to the world ?


ANSWER











163
The first Rasool who was sent down for the guidance of unbelievers and disbelievers was Hazrat Nuh [Noah] (AS). He preached for 950 years but disbelievers who were stone-hearted and stubbornly insolent remained clung to their disbelief. As a last resort , Prophet Noah (AS) prayed to Allah Almighty and a dreaded flood overtook them. All disbelievers on the earth were eliminated. A few believers and a pair of every animal which boarded Hazrat Nuh's (AS) boat were safe.
QUESTION








164  





TOPIC : Ranks
Are all Prophets equal in rank or superior to one another?


ANSWER











164
All Prophets have their respective ranks in the eyes of Allah (SWT). The highest of all is our kind master Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa (may Allah's choicest blessings & peace be upon him). Therefore, he is called "Saie-yidul Anmbiyaa" (the leader, chief of all Prophets).

QUESTION








165  





TOPIC : Ranks
In terms of ranking , who is next after our Prophet (S.A.W)?


ANSWER











165
Hazrat Ibraheem Khaleel-ul Laah [Abraham] (peace be upon him) is next to Hazrat Muhammad (may Allah's choicest blessings & peace be upon him) in superiority. After him Hazrat Musa(Moses), Hazrat Isa(Jesus) and Hazrat Nuh(Noah) are superior to other Prophets. All these chosen servants of Allah (SWT) are best of all human beings even of Angels.

QUESTION








166  





TOPIC : Doomsday
How will the Doomsday be established?


ANSWER











166
By the command of Allah Almighty, Hazrat Israfeil (AS) will blow the trumpet throwing the earth and the sky into tumult. The sound of the trumpet will be low at the outset which will gradually intensify to the fearful dimension. As a result, all living creatures will faint down and die. The earth, sky, mountains and even Israfeil and 'Izraeel will perish. There will be nothing but Allah alone Who is Eternal in the beginning and Eternal in the end.

QUESTION








167  




TOPIC : Soul of Hazrat Izraeel (AS)
Out of interest , while it states that on the day of Doomsday everything will perish, then who will take the soul of Hazrat Izraeel (AS i.e. : Angel of Death)?


ANSWER











167
After annihilation of all things (the earth & the sky) Allah Almighty will command Hazrat Izraeel to take the soul of Hazrat Gibrail (AS). He will take Gibrail's soul who will fall like a big mountain praising Allah (SWT) in prostration and die. Likewise he will take souls of Hazrat Michael (AS), Hazrat Israfeil (AS) and "Hamalaatal-Arsh"(four angels holding the empyrean) respectively who will die. Then Allah Almighty will say "Mut" (Be you dead), causing Hazrat Izraeel (AS) to also fall like a big mountain praising Allah (SWT) in prostration and die.

QUESTION








168 




 TOPIC : Reincarnation
Can the soul of any dead enter into other's body?

ANSWER











168
No, absolutely not. No soul can enter into the body of any human being or animal. There is no concept of reincarnation in Islam.

QUESTION








169  





TOPIC : Munkir & Nakeer
Who are Munkir & Nakeer?


ANSWER











169
When people leave the graveyard after having buried the dead, he hears the sound of their steps and then two angels who are called "Munkir" and "Nakeer" enter the grave cleaving through the earth with their big teeth. They have dreadful appearance i.e. cauldron-like burning eyes and the whole body (from the head to the toe) covered with big hairs. They ask the dead in stern rebuke to sit and harshly question him.

QUESTION








170  





TOPIC : Munkir & Nakeer
What questions do Munkir & Nakeer ask of the dead?


ANSWER











170
1st question: "Mar-Rabbuka" (Who is your Creator)?
2nd question: "Maa Deenuka" (What is your faith)?
3rd question: Pointing towards the Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa (may Allah's choicest blessings & peace be upon him), they ask: "Maa Kunta Taqoolu Fee Haazar Rajul" (What did you use to say about him)?

QUESTION








171  




TOPIC : Munkir & Nakeer
What response will a Muslim give to the questions asked by Munkir & Nakeer’s ?


ANSWER











171
If the dead is believer he will say: (answer to first question) "Rabbi-yal Laah" (my creator is Allah), (answer to second question) "Deeni-yal Islam" (my faith is Islam) and (answer to third question) "Huwa Rasoolul Laah (Sallal Laahu 'Alaihe wa Sallam" (He is the true Messenger of Allah).

QUESTION








172  




TOPIC : Munkir & Nakeer
If a Muslim answers the questions of Munkir & Nakeer correctly then what will happen ?


ANSWER











172
A proclaimer will proclaim from the sky that "My servant has spoken the truth". Let the heavenly bed be spread for him and clothe him with the heavenly garment. A window will be opened to the paradise and grave enlarged to the extent of sight-range. The angels will say "now you have rest" and then leave. The dead will keep enjoying the fragrance and beautiful spectacles of paradise till the Doomsday. His virtues will adopt elegant and graceful forms to comfort and please him.

QUESTION








173 


 



TOPIC : Benefiting the Dead
Can the living ones benefit their dead or not?


ANSWER











173





Yes, the good deeds of living people benefit their dead. We should recite the Holy Quran, Darood Shareef (invocation of Allah's blessings on the Holy Prophet), Kalimah Shareef and give alms and offer "Sawab" (reward of virtue) thereof to our dead ones which is proved by the Sunnah.

QUESTION











174      TOPIC : Ramadan
When was fasting of Ramadan made compulsory?


ANSWER















174
The fasts of Ramadan were made compulsory in the 2nd year of Hijra, when the believers had become accustomed to the belief of "Tauheed" (monotheism), prayer and other Quranic injunctions.
QUESTION











175      TOPIC : Women
If a woman is on her period is she allowed to attend Islamic Mehfils/ Lectures held inside the mosque, or those that are held outside the mosque? (i.e. : Someone’s 

House, University etc.. )
ANSWER















175
When a woman is on her period days it is forbidden for her to enter the mosque as she 

is in the state of impurity. She is however allowed to attend Islamic Mehfils/ Lectures outside the mosque environment, providing the Shariah ruling is followed i.e. : No free mixing takes place, Parda is observed at all times etc.. (For further information regarding this question, please refer to Q13).

QUESTION











176      TOPIC : Namaz

A husband and wife are both reading their individual namaz in the same room. Is the namaz of the husband excepted if his masala is placed behind the masala of his wife and viseversa?
ANSWER














176

According to the Hanafi School the man can not read behind a woman, i.e. if she is directly in front of him. Imam Abu Hanifa RA says that this will break the mans concentration hence his prayer is invalid, while the woman can pray behind her husband.

QUESTION











177     TOPIC : Grave

When you are in the grave, and the angels munkir and nakir ask you the questions, which language will they speak in and would you understand what their saying even as people do not understand arabic and other languages ? 
ANSWER















177
They will speak in Arabic, and every person will have the ability to understand and answer in Arabic.

QUESTION











 178      TOPIC : Hazrat-e-Zulikah (RA)

Could you please tell me a little more about the women (zulikah) mentioned in Hazrat Yousuf's (AS) famous life stories. 

1. Was she married whilst noticing Hazrat Yousif (AS) ?

2. Did she convert to Islam ?

3. Did she marry Hazrat Yousif (AS)?

Sorry for the number of questions, but these types of answers cannot be found in any books relating to the above events.
ANSWER














 
178
Hazrat-e-Zulikah (RA) was married when she noticed Hazrat Yousuf (AS). She did later embrace allegiance to Hazrat Yousuf (AS) and married him.
QUESTION











179      TOPIC : Nabi (AS)

Prophet who brought with them Suhuf are they titled as Nabis (AS)?
ANSWER















179
Every Prophet is a Nabi (AS), but those who brought the Suhuf are also called Rasool.

QUESTION











180     TOPIC : Nabi (AS)

Am I right in thinking that there are only 4 Nabis (AS) ?
ANSWER















180
No, there are Approximately 124000 Nabi’s (AS).
QUESTION











181     TOPIC : Nabi / Rasool

Could you please tell me the difference between a Nabi and Rasool ?

ANSWER















181
Nabi is a Prophet who conveys the message of Allah (SWT), while a Rasool is he who brought with them a new method (Shariat) or came to reiterate an old shariat or brought suhuf or complete book to certain people to guide them.
QUESTION











182     TOPIC : Namaz 
I am a silly boy and don’t read namaz or listen to my mum. If I start to read namaz will Allah forgive me! Thank You

ANSWER















182
It is very important that you read namaz, but also equally as important is respecting your parents. You are ordered by Allah (SWT) to do both.

As for forgiveness, if you ask Allah (SWT) with true intension and do not repeat the same mistake again and do good acts like reading Namaz then Inshallah Allah (SWT) is merciful and forgiving. 

QUESTION











183     TOPIC : Namaz

If you are at school and you miss namaz, could you read it after school ?
ANSWER















183

If the time of namaz has passed then you must perform that namaz as Kaza Namaz. However if there is still time for the namaz to be performed after school then you must read the namaz and not read Kaza.

Most schools are aware of the Muslim prayer and allow individual to read namaz in school.

QUESTION











184     TOPIC : Wuzu

If you swear when you have wuzu, does it break?

ANSWER















184

No your wuzu doesn’t break, but as swearing is a disliked act you should avoid it.
QUESTION











185     TOPIC : Namaz

If you read namaz 5 times a day, are you a proper Muslim?

ANSWER















185
It is compulsory for a Muslim to read namaz 5 times a day once he has reached puberty.

Muslims should live their everyday lives as taught to us by the Holy Prophet (SAW), as He (SAW) is the perfect role model. 

QUESTION











186     TOPIC : Alcohol

Is it ok to drink once in your life?

ANSWER















186

If you refer drink as Alcohol then the answer is No.  As Allah (SWT) has commended that Alcohol is Haram on Muslims then to drink it is a very big sin and holds a severe punishment.

If someone has drunk alcohol and is ashamed in what he/she has done and repents sincerely with the intension that he/she will never drink again then Inshallah Allah (SWT) is all forgiving all merciful and will forgive. 

QUESTION











187     TOPIC : Friendship

My question is that can we Muslims have non Muslims as friends because I have loads of non-Muslims as friend and another things is that can we give gifts to each other (e.g. because many of my friend give me presents on my birthday so I do the same when its there birthday) and all I want to know is that can we or not?

ANSWER















187

In Islam you are allowed to communicate with non Muslims. If at school you have friends who give you gifts, then it is good manner to accept the gift and also to return gifts, providing no Islamic rules are broken ie: you cannot have a boyfriend/girlfriend relationships etc. 

QUESTION











188     TOPIC : Career

I am thinking of my career choices. What does Islam say about a person who is a nurse or a doctor? As both professions entail contact with gher mehram. In fact a nurse has to perform intricate hygiene duties like washing and bathing male/female patients. A doctor has to perform internal and external examinations? 
ANSWER















188

Professions that involve interaction between sexes, such as the roles of nurses, doctors etc are allowed in Islam. Helping Humanity has a big reward.

However it is to be noted that the Islamic rules cannot be compromised, ie : a female nurse cannot wear a skirt exposing her body, as this violates the Islamic Shariah etc..
QUESTION











189     TOPIC : Holy Books

What are the names (in order) of  the books brought down ?

ANSWER















189

Hazrat Daood (David) (AS) the book Zaboor, Hazrat Musa (Moses) (AS) the book Torat (referred to as First testaments or Torah), Hazrat Isa (Jesus) (AS) Injeel (Second testaments, Bible) and finally Muhammad Mustafa (SAW) brought the Holy Quran.

QUESTION











190     TOPIC : Rasool/Prophet

I am a little confused with question 163. It states that Hazrat Nuh (AS) was the first 
Rasool, and in Q164 it says that the first Prophet was Hazrat Adam (AS). Could you please tell me the difference between a Rasool and prophet as referred to in these two questions?
ANSWER















190

All those prophets sent from Allah (SWT) to his creation are known in Arabic as Nabi’s (Messengers) Conveyers of the hidden truth, this started from Hazrat Adam (AS). 
Rasools are those who brought with them either new orders (shariats) or Kitaab (book) to guide those who left the laws of Allah (SWT) the first Rasool for guidance sent by Allah (SWT) is Hazrat Nuh (AS). 
Hence Hazrat Adam was the first Nabi (AS), Hazrat Nuh (AS) was the first Rasool while our Beloved Muhammad (SAW) was the last Nabi and Rasool. A Rasool can also be titled a Nabi, but not every Nabi is a Rasool.

QUESTION











191     TOPIC : Drama

Can we play out a acting scene (ie in drama) to play out an Islamic event?

ANSWER















191

For educating others this is permissible.

QUESTION











192     TOPIC : Women Clothing

Are Muslim ladies aloud to wear English clothes?

ANSWER















192

It is obligation for a woman to cover herself adequately meaning her bodily shape (Orah) should not be apparent to the ghair mehram. The woman must be covered properly ie. not tight and not revealing cloth and she is in parda (ie covered). 
QUESTION











193     TOPIC : Friends

Are Muslim boys/ girls allowed to have girls/ boys as friends if they are Muslim or non Muslim?

ANSWER















193

If a Muslim boy or girl has reached puberty then they are not allowed to mix with each other and form friendships ( ie : boyfriend/girlfriend) with either Muslim or non Muslim.

QUESTION











194    TOPIC : Religious Books

Are Muslims allowed to read the bible and other religions books, but don’t follow them?

ANSWER















194

For increasing your knowledge it is permissible.

QUESTION











195    TOPIC : Religious Places

Are Muslims allowed to visit other religions places like churches or sinigogs etc?

ANSWER















195

Yes Muslims are allowed to visit such places.

QUESTION











196     TOPIC : Namaz

Can you please tell me how to say the Niyat of Namaz? Jazakallah.

ANSWER















196

In English, 
1) 
I am doing niyah of praying this namaz (Farz, Sunnah Nafl) (2,3,4 Rakah) for the sake      

     of worship of Allah (SWT)  
2) 
For this prayer (Fajar, Zuhar, Asr, Maghrib or Isha) 
3) 
(If behind a imam in Jamaat also add) behind this imam 
4) 
Facing towards Kiblah 
5) 
Allahu Akbar.

QUESTION











197     TOPIC : Namaz

Can you read the Niyaath for namaz in any language?

ANSWER















197

Yes, it is better to read it in Arabic but you can make Niyaath (intension) in any language.

QUESTION











198    TOPIC : Namaz

 I have been told by someone that whilst performing namaz , if you don’t read

1. Darood shareef in the sitting position after Athiyath your namaz is still valid? 

2. If a person by choice doesn’t read Rabi Jaalani and gives salaam and finishes off , is the namaz valid?
3. I have also been told that to finish the namaz off by giving salaam whilst turning your head to each shoulder is not compulsory to end your namaz , is this true ? 

ANSWER















198

It is better to read including all the above , but if a person does miss out the Darood Shareef and the Dua (Rabi Jaalani) his namaz will still be valid. However a person cannot miss out the third point regarding salaam. There are certain exceptions which may valid the namaz without including the salaam, ie wuzu breaks etc.

QUESTION











199     TOPIC : Darood Shareef

Aslamalaikum. Can you please tell me if women are allowed to read Darood Shareef without covering their head and also without wudu? Thankyou.

ANSWER















199
Darood Shareef can be read without wuzu. Women can read Darood Shareef without covering their head in an environment which Shariah allows them to uncover their head ie: at home (alone).

The best way of sending Darood Shareef is to be in wuzu and head covered, as it should be your intension that the Holy Prophet (SAW) is listening to your Darood Shareef.

QUESTION











200     TOPIC : Esaale  Sawaab

We do not have specific days to do Khutum/Dua and when mentioned to a family member she accused me of being a wahaabi. Can you tell me, Is Thursday a special day to do Khutum and why? And is it permissible to do an annual Khutum 'specifically' for a deceased family member on the day they died? I was told that you can/should do Khutum to thank god anytime you like and NOT to hold a specific day i.e. Thursday ( a lot of my family do Khutum on Thursdays) - and if you do not does this make you a wahaabi?

ANSWER















200
Esaale Sawaab for the deceased can be done at anytime as it is a Must Ahab Amal (Desirable Act). Some people do hatham on Thursday for the deceased. This is accepted and a good practice to hold as by doing this you set a specific time from your busy schedules solely to do Esaale Sawab for the deceased.
However to hold the view that any person who doesn’t do hatham on Thursday is a Wahabbi is misinformed and should refrain from making such allegations. 










