
QUESTION




          951   TOPIC : Eid Milad un Nabi (S.A.W)
What is the evidence for Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi in the light of Quran & AHadith?
ANSWER   




          951
Before writing the arguments of Eid Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W), I want to clear the meaning of Milad according to literature and Shariah.

The word Milad has been derived from "Viladut" which means birth. Therefore, according to Arabic language, Milad is word which signifies the place and time of birth. 

In the light of Shariah, Milad is to remember the events which took place at the birth time of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) and we get the opportunity of narrating the Seerat of the Prophet (S.A.W) on this occasion, we also presents the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) gifts of Durood -o- Salaam. We mention before the people attributes and praises of the Prophet (S.A.W). 
We do not believe that Milad is specified with same night but, we believe that the remembrance of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is incumbent in each minute and second of time and every Muslim should act upon the Sunnahs in the whole life time. Milad un Nabi ((S.A.W) is a great source of preaching. It is incumbent for scholars to teach Muslim nations on this Holy occasion, moral behaviour of the Holy Prophet, (S.A.W) His Etiquettes, His affairs, His Seerat, His dealings and His worships.

Now I write the proofs of Milad from the Holy Quran, the Hadith of the Prophet (S.A.W) and consensus of Ulemas.

Evidence of the Holy Quran
The Quranic verses prove that to celebrate Milad is not only a proper deed but it is also praiseworthy.

1) Allah Almighty says in Quran: 

"The peace is on Him the day when he was born and the day when he will die and the day when he will be raised alive." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Al-Maryam, Verse 15)

In the above verse Allah Almighty has mentioned the complete Milad of Hazrat Yahya (A.S). And before this Allah Almighty has mentioned the events which took place before the birth. It is the same way of celebrating birth day as Ahle Sunnah adopts for the Milad of the last Prophet (S.A.W) of Allah Almighty. In other words the Prophet of Allah Almighty Hazrat Isa (A.S) celebrates his own Milad. 

2) As Allah Almighty says:

"And the same peace on me the day I was born and the day I will die and the day I would be raised alive." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Al Maryam, Verse 33) 

Before this verse Allah Almighty has stated the whole story of Maryam (A.S) that how she got pregnant and gave birth to her great son, the Prophet of Allah (S.W.T) Isa (A.S). Allah Almighty also mentioned the words of Isa (A.S) by which Isa (A.S) praised himself. This style of narrating story is nothing but celebration of Milad of Isa (A.S). 
Ahle Sunnah also narrate the story of Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) in the same style. We too narrate the events which took place before the birth and after it as Allah Almighty narrated about Yahya and Isa (A.S). Therefore, a person who has eyes of justice will obviously accept that to celebrate Milad is an important deed which Allah Almighty has done. So it proves that the basis of Milad is found in the Holy Quran.

3) Allah Almighty says:

"And remind them of the days of the Allah." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Ibrahim, Verse 5) 

In this verse Allah Almighty orders his Prophet Musa (A.S) to remind his nation the days of Allah Almighty. "The days of Allah" are those days in which great events took place or Allah Almighty bestowed his great rewards to his creature. As the Holy Quran testifies this explanation of the days of Allah Almighty. In the Holy Quran Musa (A.S) says:

"And when Musa said it, his people remember Allah's favour upon you, when he delivered you from Firawn's people who used to afflict you worstly, and slaughter your sons and let your daughters live and in it there was shown great mercy of your lord." 
(Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Ibrahim, Verse 6)

According to the Qur’anic verse emancipation of the nation of Musa (A.S) from Firawn is a day of Allah, so the birth day of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) is, without any doubt, also a day of Allah, because the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) emancipated the whole world from the darkness of ignorance and brought them to the light of guidance. 
Therefore, the birthday (Milad) of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) deserves to be celebrated then the celebration of any other event. In case we would not be grateful to Allah Almighty for his favour, which is Muhammad (S.A.W). He will punish us severely. As Allah Almighty says:

"And remember when your lord proclaimed, if you will be grateful then I shall give you more and if you’re thankless then my treatment is severe." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Ibrahim, and Verse 7)

4) Allah Almighty says: "Then remember the bounties of Allah and wander not in the earth spreading mischief." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Araf, Verse 74) 

In the above verse Allah Almighty orders us to remember his bounties and rewards. The last Prophet of Allah Almighty Muhammad (S.A.W) is, undoubtedly, great blessing of Allah Almighty for whole mankind. Allah Almighty himself considers the Prophet (S.A.W) his great favour for mankind as He says: 

"Undoubtedly, Allah did a great favour to the Muslims that in them from among themselves sent a messenger who recites unto them His signs and purifies them and teaches them the book and wisdom and necessarily before that they were certainly in apparent error.   (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Ale Imran, Verse 164) 
Therefore, according to the Qur’anic commandments we must remember the beloved Prophet of Allah Muhammad (S.A.W) and Milad-un-Nabi is a best way of remembrance of the greatest Prophet (S.A.W).

In another place Allah Almighty says:

"And publicise well the favour of your lord"   (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Al Duha, Verse 11) 

The Companion of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) Hazrat Abdullah Ibne Abbas (R.A) explained the word favour. He says here, in this verse favour signifies the Prophethood and Islam. (Tafseer Ibne Abbas, Sure Al Duha, Page 651). 

So in the light of the given explanation by the cousin of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), we can say that Allah Almighty orders us to remember Holy Prophet (S.A.W) in our gatherings between the people, in our Masajid between the worshiper and in our houses between our families and Milad un Nabi (S.A.W), as I have written is a best way for this Quranic purpose.

5) Allah Almighty orders us:
"Say you only Allah's grace and his mercy, on it therefore let them rejoice. That is better 
than all their wealth."
In this verse Allah Almighty orders us to enjoy on his grace and mercy. If we see around us we find that each favour of Allah Almighty is great mercy for us. Even our existence is also a mercy of Allah Almighty. But the greatest of Allah is the Holy Prophet (S.A.W). As Allah Almighty says:

"And we sent not you but mercy for all worlds." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Al Ambiyaa Ayah 107)

So according the Quranic teachings it is necessary for us that we must be happy and pleased on the birthday of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W). The one who pleases with the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is really a true follower of the Quran. And it is obvious that, in whole world Muslims celebrates Milad un Nabi (S.A.W). Specially for enjoying the mercy of Allah Almighty that is the Beloved Prophet of Allah Almighty (S.A.W) therefore the Holy Quran itself confirms the Milad un Nabi (S.A.W)
6) The gathering of Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) incite Muslims on saying Durood and Salam (to pray for Prophet (S.A.W) of blessing and peace) Allah Almighty says:

"Oh you who believe send upon Him blessing and salute Him fully well in abundance. (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Al Ahzab, Verse 56)
According to the law of Shariah, a thing which is desired by Shariah, is exactly like an aim of Shariah. And the benefits of Durood -o- Salaam are so much in numbers that cannot be counted. Durood -o- Salaam causes for the help of Allah Almighty in this world and in hereafter. So Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) is a source of fulfilling the commandments of Allah Almighty.
7) Allah Almighty says:

"And all that we narrate to you of the tidings of the messengers is for the purpose of strengthening your heart therewith." (Kanzul Imaan the translation of Holy Quran, Surah Hood, Verse 121) 
This Quranic verse reveals that the wisdom of mentioning the stories and events of Prophets (A.S) was to stand fast the heart of the last Prophet (S.A.W). And it is obvious that we are, also today, in need of being stand fast. We must know that how; the Prophet of Allah (S.A.W) faced the problems of his time so that we may face the problems of our times according to the Sunnah. 
Therefore Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) provides us an opportunity to know about the affair of the Prophet (S.A.W).

Evidence of Hadith (Narrations of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)) 

There are many narrations, which prove the Milad Sharif but I write a few. 
1) The Prophet of Allah (S.A.W) himself stated his own birth from very beginning He says: "I 
had been transferred, continuously, from purified offspring to purified wombs. I had been given birth by a lawful marriage not by adultery. 
When Allah Almighty sent Adam (A.S) on earth so He put me in his spine and then transferred in Nuh (A.S) in his boat, and then in Ibrahim (A.S) Allah Almighty transferred me continuously from noble offspring to the purified wombs up to that He brought me in my parents who never committed adultery." (Tafseer Ruhul Bayan, Vol. 3, Page 54) 

As I have written in the beginning that Milad means the time of birth or place of birth. So the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) himself celebrated his own Milad. In the same way Ahle Sunnah following the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) narrates the events of the birth of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W).
This Hadith is the clear proof of Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) and as well as shows us that to celebrate Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) is not innovation (Bidat) but it is a Sunnah (Tradition) of Prophet (S.A.W).

There are many other narrations which narrate that the Prophet of Allah (S.A.W) celebrated his own Milad several times, some of those narrations have been written in Mishkat Sharif.

2) "The one who rejoices on the birth day of the Holy Prophet would not be severely punished and it is hoped that a Muslim who celebrate the Milad un Nabi (S.A.W), will not be punished in hell. 
Imam Bukhari (R.A) narrates that Abu Lahab would be punished lightly in the Hell on Monday, because he rejoiced and freed his handmaid indicating by his finger, when the Prophet of Allah Almighty (S.A.W) took birth. So as a reward of happiness on Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) he would be given water by his finger. (Saheehul Bukhari Vol. 2, Page 764) 

Imam Shams ud din Naseer Al Damaishqi (R.A) narrates this Hadith in poetry. Here is its translation.

If such Kafir was denounced (in the Quran)  

And perished are his hands, and in the flame is his eternal abode.
It is narrated every Monday. His torment is made easy for his joy at the birth of Ahmad. (S.A.W)

What is the expectation then of a servant who spent all his life, happy with the arrival of Ahmad (S.A.W) and died on the oneness of Allah Almighty. (Haul-ul-Ahtifal Bil Mawlid Al-Nabvi Al Sharif, Page 11) 

2) The Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) celebrated his own Milad by having fast. 
Imam Wali ud din (R.A) writes this narration with reference to the Saheeh Muslim. When the Prophet of Allah (S.A.W) was asked about the fast of Monday, He (S.A.W) said: "I took birth and 
the Quran was revealed upon me in this day."  (Mishkat Sharif, Page 179) 

This narration proves that to celebrate Milad un Nabi is a tradition of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) on every Monday. Secondly it is lawful to fix a particular day for Milad un Nabi (S.A.W). Thirdly it is an act of Sunnah to worship in the pleasure of the Milad un Nabi (S.A.W) 
Evidence of general consensus of Muslim Ummah and Scholars (Ulema)

1) Imam Al-Hafiz Al-Suyuti (R.A) in his famous book "Al-Hawii Lil-Fatawii" allocated a special chapter on that topic and named it "The Excellence of Objective in Celebrating the Mawlid" where he said: The question under consideration is what the verdict of the Shari'ah on celebrating the Holy Birthday of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) during the month of Rabbi-ul-Awwal. From the point of view of Shariah, is this a praiseworthy action or a blameworthy one? And do those who arrange such celebration receive blessings or not? He said:

"The reply to this question is that in my view the Milad Shareef (Celebration of the Birthday of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W)) is in fact such an occasion of happiness on which people assemble and recite the Holy Quran to the extent that is easy. Then they relate the prophecies concerning the appearance of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) that have been transmitted in AHadith and Author, and the miraculous events and signs that took place on his birth. Then food is set before them and according to their desire they partake thereof to satisfaction. 
This festival of celebrating the birthday of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) is a Bid'ah Hasanah (Good Innovation) and those arranging it will get blessing, since in such a celebration is found the expression of joy and happiness at the greatness and eminence of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) and his birth".
Even Ibn Taymiah said in his book "Necessity of the Right Path", p. 266, 5th line from the bottom of that page, published by Dar Al-Hadith, the following:

"As far as what people do during the Milad, either as a rival celebration to that which the Christian do during the time of Christ's birthday or as an expression of their love and admiration and a sign of praise for the Noble Prophet (S.A.W), Allah Almighty will surely reward them for such Ijtihad". He then said: "Although Milad was not practiced by (Salaf), they should have done so since there was no objection against it from the Shariah point of view".
And we certainly only celebrate Milad out of love and admiration to the Prophet of all Mankind (S.A.W). 

2. Imam Al-Hafiz Al-Qastalani (R.A), who gave commentary on Sahih Bukhari, said: "May Allah Almighty shower his Mercy upon a person who takes the days of the month of Rabbi-ul-Awwal, in which the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) was born, as days of feast and celebration for doing so is the best cure for the heart of an ailing person." 

3. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar (R.A) was asked, same reference of Imam Suyuti, about Milad Shareef. His reply was:

"Milad Shareef is, in fact an innovation, which was not transmitted from any pious predecessor in the first three centuries. Nevertheless, both acts of virtue as well as acts of abomination are found in it (i.e. sometimes acts of virtue are found therein and sometimes acts of abomination). If in the Milad Shareef only acts of virtue are done and acts of abomination are abstained from, then the Milad Shareef is a Bidah Hasanah (good innovation), otherwise not."
He then added "
"To do any virtuous act and to observe it annually as means of recollection for any special day on which Allah Almighty has bestowed any favour or removed any calamity is a form of showing gratitude to Allah Almighty. 
Gratitude to Allah Almighty is expressed through different kinds of Ibaadah (worship) -prostration and standing in prayer, charity and recitation of the Holy Quran. And what can be a greater favour from Allah Almighty than the appearance of the Prophet of Mercy (S.A.W) on this day (i.e. 12th of Rabbi-ul-Awwal)?" 
Some people do not limit it and celebrate the Milad Shareef on any day of Rabbi-ul-Awwal. Nay, some people have extended it even more and increased the period to the whole year. According to the latter, the Milad Shareef can be celebrated on any day of the year. The objective here is the same, i.e. to rejoice at and celebrate the Holy Birth of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W).

4. Imam Abu-Bakr Abdullah Al-Dimashqi (R.A) compiled a number of books on the subject and called them "Collection of Traditions on the Birth of the Chosen Prophet", "The Pure Expression on the Birthday of the Best of Creations" and "The Spring for the Thirsty One on the Birth of the Rightly Guided".

5. Imam Al-Hafiz Al-Iraqi (R.A) wrote a book and called it "The Pure Spring on the Sublime 
Birth".
6. Imam Ibn Dahyah (R.A) wrote a book and called it "Enlightenment on the Birthday of the Bearer of Good News, The Warner".

7. Imam Mulla Ali Qari (R.A) wrote a book and called it "The Quenching Spring on the Birthday of the Prophet" (S.A.W).
8. Imam Shams ul-Din Naseer Al-Dimashqi (R.A), said in his book: "The Spring for the Thirsty One on the Birth of the Rightly Guided" about the story of Abu Lahab that he will receive a light punishment every Monday for expressing joy at the birth of the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) on that day. 
The Imam said the following verse of poetry, the translation is: If such Kafir was denounced in the (Quran) and perished are his hands, and in the Flames is his eternal abode.

It is narrated that every Monday, his torment is made easy for his Joy at the Birth of Ahmad What is the expectation then of a servant who spent all his life Happy with the Arrival of Ahmad (S.A.W) and died on the Oneness of Allah.

9. Imam Shams Ul-Din Ibn aL-Jazri (R.A), the Imam of reciters, wrote a book and named it "The Scent of Notification on the Blessed Birthday".

10. Imam Al-Hafiz Ibn Al-Jawzi (R.A) said in the description of Milad: "Peace and Tranquillity takes over during that year and a good glad tiding to obtain your wish and inspiration".

11. Imam Abu-Shamah (R.A), The Sheikh of Al Hafiz Al Nawawi (R.A), said:

"The best of the innovations of our times is what is carried out on the day of corresponding to the birthday of our Beloved Prophet (S.A.W), where people give out donations, practice what is right, express their joy and happiness, and in doing so is surely a sign of love and admiration for the Prophet (S.A.W)".

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




        952   TOPIC : Halal Meat from Shia

Is eating at restaurant owned by Shia Muslim (who claims food is Halal) allowed?

ANSWER   




        952
The issue that you have referred to is explained in great detail by the scholars of Islam, 
under the principle of ‘Khabar al-Wahid’, which means ‘the report of one person.’ 
Allama Nizam al-Din Muhammad ibn Ishaq (R.A), the author of the Hanafi manual on Usul al-Fiqh ‘Usul al-Shashi’, writes that if a person is away from home and does not know the direction of Qibla for prayer, and one (credible, upright) person informs him of the direction, then it is compulsory for the person to read in that direction. 
Likewise, if a person is about to perform ablution and another person tells him that the water is impure (and not suitable enough for ablution), then he cannot perform ablution with that water. 
On this same basis, when a credible Muslim informs someone that the meat is Halal, then it is permissible to consume. However, the matter is somewhat blurred when the person in question is a Shia. There are many sects within Shia’s, some equal to Kufr (disbelief) – like the ones who refuse to accept the Prophethood of Muhammad  (S.A.W) - whereas others are labeled as Bidatis (heretics) and not as disbelievers. In the past, Hadith scholars did sometimes accept Hadith narrations from Shia’s because the nature of their beliefs was relatively moderate. 
In your situation, it must be established the exact form of Shiaism the person adheres to before consuming the food.
(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




      953   TOPIC : Zakaat
What can Zakaat be used / spent on? And what can't Zakaat be used/ spent on.
ANSWER   




      953
The Holy Quran States: “Zakaat (compulsory due for the have not’s) is only for those who are poor and needy and those who collect it, and those in whose hearts the love of Islam is to be reposed and for the freeing of persons in bondage, and for debtors, and for spending in the way of Allah (S.W.T) and for the travelers. This is the Command of Allah (S.W.T).  And Allah (S.W.T) is All Knowing, Wise.” 
(Para 10, Ruku 14, Ayah 60) Translation taken from Kanzul Imaan by Imam Ahmed Raza Khan (R.A).
The Surah establishes that Zakaat can be given to 8 categories of people; these are:
1. Those living in absolute poverty (Lil Fuqaraa).

2.
 Those who cannot meet their basic needs (Wal Masakeen).
3.
 The Zakaat collectors themselves (Wal Amileena Alaiha).
4.
 Those Potential Muslim (currently Non-Muslims) who are not yet convinced, to show 
     them the real spirit of Islam (Wal Muallafati Qulubu hum).
5.
 People whom one is attempting to free from slavery or bondage (Wa Fir Riqabi).
6.
 Those who have incurred overwhelming debts while attempting to satisfy their basic 
     needs (Wal Gharimeena).
7.
 Those working for an Islamic cause (Wa Fi Sabilliahi).
8.
 Travelers in need (Wabnis-Sabeel).

The person giving Zakaat is fully empowered to give Zakaat to anyone or all of the people established by these categories.  
Zakaat is not permitted for Sadaat (descendents of the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W)) nor may it be given for Masjid, religious shrines, or shroud of the deceased as all of these cannot be owners as required in the 7th category of Islamic cause. 
Taken from commentary of Kanzul Imaan, Noorul Irfan by Mufti Ahmed Yaar Khan Naeemi (R.A) Page 604-605. 

And Allah (S.W.T) knows best.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       954   TOPIC : Lying Imam 
What about my Namaz, is it still acceptable by God if I am reading behind the Imam who lies for some reason and I am aware of that e.g. not declaring his salary for the sake of less tax or for mosque committee or got mortgage and paying interest.
ANSWER      

      954
A person must have correct Aqaid in the rulings of Islam and its teaching, and believe piety to be present in the Imam to allow him to pray behind him. One should not allow a person who is Fasiq (someone guilty of openly and flagrantly violating Islamic law, someone whose moral character is corrupt) or Fajir (wicked evil-doer i.e. a sinner by action) to lead the Salah. The actions of an Imam or otherwise to lie or deceive are indeed incorrect.

As for the Imam not declaring his salary for the sake of less tax or for mosque committee or got mortgage and paying interest, bears no restriction on him leading the Salah. However if the Imam performs actions that violate Islamic Ruling then he will be accountable for his action.  
For the criteria of Imamat (Leading Islamic Congregation) please refer to Q427 on our website.   (Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar) 
QUESTION




        955   TOPIC : Fajr


If I go to the Masjid and only have time to pray Fard of Saalatul-Fajr in Jamaat, can I pray the 2 Sunnah I missed, straight away after the Jamaat, or do I wait till after sunrise?

ANSWER   




         955
Please refer to Q938 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




          956   TOPIC : Wearing Black Clothing
I have been bought up into a house where we have been told that the colour black brings bad luck so we shouldn’t wear it. Is there anything in the Quran or any Hadith about this subject or is it a superstition?

ANSWER   




           956
Yes you are allowed to wear black clothes. 

There is no Shariah ruling stating that you should not wear the colour black.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




          957   TOPIC : Hijab
What kind of Hijab is permissible for the women?
ANSWER   




          957
The covering of woman’s Aura (body) is a command of Allah (S.W.T). The Hijab is to cover the Head Hair, Neck, Ears and Chest. The purpose of it is conceals the beauty of women and to saves her from the gazing eye.

It is important to remember that Islam does not merely order women to cover their heads with the Hijab. Perhaps more importantly, it teaches them to show real decency and honour in the rest of their clothing and in their behavior. Therefore, covering the head, only to wear tight, revealing clothing is totally against the teachings of our religion and women need also to pay close attention to this as well.    (Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




           958   TOPIC : Sajda Talawate Quran
How is the Sajda done for the Quran, What’s the Niyat etc?

ANSWER   




           958
Whilst in the standing position, with the arms to the side (Qawma Position), the Niyath is to be said.

The Niyath is in other words your intension. So one can simply say that, he is performing Sajda Talawet e Quran and then recite Allah Hu Akbar. 

It is important that the ears (or shoulders if performed by women) are not touched (like that in normal Namaz) but to go straight down to the Sajda position (Prostration). Once in the Sajda position recite: Subhaana Rab-biyal A'laa, (Three times) and then simply stand back up, after having only performed one Sajda. 

Your Sajda e Talawat has been performed.

Please also refer to Q818 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       959   TOPIC : Life
What is the biggest test in life?

ANSWER   




       959
In my opinion the biggest test for Muslims it to safe guard their Imaan.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       960   TOPIC : Life
When people say that celebrating the birth of Prophet Muhammad's (S.A.W) is wrong, 
because it’s the day he passed away as well as the day he was born, what should 

be said to these people to convince them its right to celebrate this day?

ANSWER   




       960
To give you an insight on Milad Shareef, I suggest you read and understand the detailed answer given on Q823.Inshallah this will help you explain to others who may be 

misunderstood or ill informed. Please also refer to Q757.

Also please read the articles about Milad Shareef in our Literature Section and in the Ramadan 2011 Topics Section.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       961   TOPIC : Marriage
Kya ek hindu ladka ek muslim ladki ki saadi ho sakti hai? main use bahut pyar karta 
hoon.
English Interpretation : Can a Hindu man marry a Muslim woman? I love her alot.
ANSWER   




        961
According to Islam a Muslim woman is not allowed to marry a Hindu man. Nor is it allowed for a Muslim to have any relationships with the opposite sex whether Muslim or Non Muslim outside marriage.

Please also refer to previous question relating to marriage, on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         962   TOPIC : Private Parts
I just wanted to know that whether touching of own private parts (not sexually), leads to breaking of Wudu?

ANSWER   




          962
In accordance with the Hanafi Fiqh, this will not break the Wudu.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




          963   TOPIC : Sajda Talawat e Quran
What is Quran Sajda and is it Farz?

ANSWER   




          963
This question has been answered. Please refer to Question 818 on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




          964   TOPIC : Manners
When a none Muslim person older than you is rude towards you what’s the right way to react to them, For example they tell you to take off your hood as soon as you enter the shop but your cold and don’t want to take it off and you say no.

What can I do here because it’s not illegal and they are only ASKING because they think that I’m a thief for some strange reason? I have this sort of problem regularly where non Muslim people think I’m a thief and decide they can shout at me for no reason.
ANSWER   




          964
Muslims should live their everyday lives as taught to us by the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), as He (S.A.W) is the perfect role model.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) possessed all admirable traits and manners a person should have, e.g. Forbearance, mercy, compassion, fairness, benevolence, spirit of selflessness, hospitality, bravery, fulfilment of promise, patience, sympathy, humility and much more than mere words can express.

With regards to the importance of maintaining good manners, Rasoolullah (S.A.W) has said, 
“Nothing is weightier on the scale of deeds than ones good manners.” (Bukhari Shareef)

Once Muslims adapt these mannerisms in their day to day lives then inshallah the most ill mannered of people will have to accept defeat and show humbleness towards them also.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       965   TOPIC : Day Dreaming
I am a 16 year old female who would like to ask whether it is okay for me to think about what sort of husband I would like when I’m older. I’ve been having dreams when me and him are together and were hugging and all sorts although I can never really see a face. I’m worried about if I’m getting Gunnah as to thinking things like this?

ANSWER   




        965
You are not accountable for your dreams as these happen without your control. However day dreaming about life partners in not the way you should conduct yourself. It is better to ask Allah (S.W.T) to find you a good life partner when the time is right for you.

Firstly we would urge you to ensure that you pray Salah regularly (if you are not already doing so) and remain in Wudu as long as possible and read continuous Darood Shareef. 

Also follow the following Wazifa given by Hazrat Moulana Bashir Ahmed Farooqui Al Qadiri of Sylani Welfare Trust;

“Ya Lateefu” (O Merciful). If this name of Allah (S.W.T) is read 100 times (with Wudu) then your heartedly desire will be fulfilled. Especially for an unmarried girl this Wazifa is very good when read continuously after Namaz-e-Isha with Wudu. 

This name of Allah (S.W.T) being read with regularity fulfils all good intensions and will make troubles easy; the readers’ character will be clean with purified heart. Ensure you read 11 times Darood Shareef at the beginning and end (Awal Akhir) of the Wazifa. Inshallah Allah Azawajal will bless you with a pious life partner.
As for the dreams, we suggest that before you reside to bed make Wudu. Before you sleep sit crossed legged on your bed and recite: Surah Fateha once, Ayatul Kursi once, Four Quls three times each, and then blow into the palm of your hand thrice and each time you blow rub them over your body. This should help. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         966   TOPIC : Mosque Collection
When people come round to houses asking for money for the mosque and you tell them that you’ve already given money to the mosque, are they allowed to become rude and ask questions like 'So you’re not going to help the mosque?' or if you give them £5 then they say 'Is that all your going to give?

ANSWER   




         966
The problem today is that we as Muslims have forgotten how to convey ourselves with other people. We try to portray that we are doing good yet violate the basic of manners. 

If you are not happy with the way the individual is trying to collect money from you and you feel that his mannerism are completely wrong then feel free to decline making a contribution.

It is important that this dialogue is done with respect as there will be no difference between you and them if you too start using inappropriate language/ manners.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said, “Nothing is weightier on the scale of deeds than ones good manners.”(Bukhari Shareef)
We hope Allah (S.W.T) gives us all the ability to follow the true teachings of our Holy Prophet (S.A.W), as He (S.A.W) is the best of example.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         967   TOPIC : Food
My mum recently purchased a food item from the local supermarket. We cooked it and although I didn’t have any, my mum and sister both did. My sister didn’t like the taste of the meat in it so we decided to read the ingredients and that’s when we read that the product had red and white wine in it. 
They tried the food accidently and defiantly wouldn't have eaten it if they knew it contained wine. They both rinsed their mouths straight away and asked for forgiveness. I want to ask what they should do.
ANSWER   




         967
Allah (S.W.T) does not reprimand those who consume forbidden food unintentionally, providing you stop taking it as soon as you are aware that the food if forbidden. If you find out whilst still having some food within the mouth then you are required to remove it immediately and not swallow it. If consumed, you will be sinful. Furthermore wash out the mouth to eliminate any food to remain within the mouth.

As Muslims it is very important that we make all efforts to find out if the food we are about to consume is permissible and not forbidden, before we consume it rather than afterwards.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




          968   TOPIC : Burial
Could you please inform me as to what is to be recited whilst lowering the deceased into the grave, and just after the burial? 
ANSWER   




          968
Whilst placing the body into the grave pray this Dua: Bismillahee Wabillahhee Wa Alah Millatee Rasoollillah or Bismillahee Wa Fee Sabee lillahee.(Reference from Fiqh Books :Alamgeeri, Radall Mukthar)
Once the planks of wood are put across the grave then start putting the soil back on. It should be started from the head side and picked up with both hands and dropped three times. When dropping it the first time pray : “Min’ha Khalaqnaa’kum” then at the second throw pray “Wa Feeha Nu’eedukun” and on the third throw pray “Wa Min’ha Nukhrijukum Taa’ratan Ukhra”. The rest of the soil should be put on the grave using a shovel or spade etc. and to put more soil in the grave than what came out is Makrooh. (Alamgiri, Johra) 

It is also Mustahab to recite the following at the grave of the deceased after Burial : 

From the Head Side pray: Alif Laam Meem to Muflehoon ( Para 1 , Surah Bakarah ( Ayah 1 to 5) and then from the Feet Side pray: Amanarasool to the end of Surah Bakarah. (Para 3, Surah Bakarah (Ayah 285 and 286) 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




           969   TOPIC : Contraception
I would like to ask whether it is ok to have sex with your spouse using a condom or using other types of contraception, e.g. pills. I'm not talking about the morning after pill that you have 72 hours after sex; I'm talking about pills that your GP prescribes to you when you go to see him before having sex.

ANSWER   




           969
A similar question has already been answered. Please refer to Q322 on our website. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




           970   TOPIC : Forgiveness
Is it right to forgive everyone for everything they have done even if they have hurt me or someone who I am really close to for no good reason, or are there exceptions?

ANSWER   




           970
As the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is a perfect role model for the whole of humanity, I will highlight two of many AHadith illustrating how He (S.A.W) conducted himself when faced with similar circumstances.

A Jewess named Zainab once gave Rasoolullah (S.A.W) poison, yet He took no revenge for it, and when Labeed bin Aa’sam performed black magic on the Prophet (S.A.W) (who learnt of the incident via Wahi), He did not do anything in retaliation. (Shifaa Shareef, Vol.1, pg.62)

Hazrat Aisha (R.A) states, “Rasoolullah (S.A.W) did not seek revenge for any personal matter. 
Yes! If actions prohibited by Allah (S.W.T) were committed, He (S.A.W) would definitely 
reprimand that person.” (Bukhari Shareef, Vol. 1 Pg. 503 & Shifaa Shareef, Vol. 1, Pg. 61)
From the two examples it can be clearly understood that it is better to forgive rather than take revenge in personal matters. Not only will you be fulfilling the Sunnah of the Beloved (S.A.W) but you will also be rewarded for your actions, by Allah (S.W.T). 

So to address your question, the best practice is to forgive a person, but it is your right as stated in the Hadith by Hazrat Aisha (R.A) to hold the person accountable for the action they have committed prior to forgiving them. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




           971   TOPIC : Holy Seal
I see on some Sunni websites... There is Like A Gold Coin Color Shape Drawing Design (To the nearest meaning), where we see the name of Allah on top, something underneath, and Our Prophet's Name (S.A.W) on bottom (I hope you understand), and what does this mean? Also we sometimes see this drawing with the names on the Nalaain Paak, is this permissible?

ANSWER   




           971

At the time when Rasoolullah (S.A.W) intended to send letters to kings inviting them towards 

Islam, the people said, “They shall not accept a letter without a Seal.” Thus, a silver ring was made and had inscribed on it: Allah, Rasool, Muhammad in three lines. 

(Shamaail Tirmidhi, Pg.7)

As for the Seal being drawn on the Nalaain Paak; we have not come across this being done. If this was done then we would request for this practice to be stopped as it is very disrespectful.    (Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




           972   TOPIC : Prayer for Wealth
Before I ask my question I would like to tell you my problem. The past few years have been good for my family by the grace of Allah, we have grown financially and religiously, now I remember Allah in both good and bad times. 
But now I am facing a problem which refuses to be solved, me and my father have put in a lot of effort to make our business grow as expenses are growing since I am in university now and it is getting difficult to manage. However our efforts have not been fruitful, I heard from my friend that there is a Surah in the Quran which if you 
read it helps to grow financially. Please tell me what to do.
ANSWER   




           972

The Surah your friend was referring to is Surah Wa’qia, the 56th Surah of the Quran. According to the advice of the Prophet (S.A.W), this should be recited at night on a daily basis as a means of protection from poverty.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




           973   TOPIC : Deceased
In my community (and I'm sure many others) there is this 40 day thing that seems so significant. Here, the house where the deceased lived has all the furniture removed, bed sheets spread out in the lounge and people coming and going for the entire 40 day period. 
Indeed they do pray some Yaseen Sharif etc, but isn’t it a better and simpler thing to just spend the three days visiting and praying for the deceased and leaving it at that? So that there is less prolonged stress for the immediate family and daily life. 
Please explain the ideal Islamic process in practical terms for when AFTER a person dies.
ANSWER   




           973
Firstly, all communities from the Muslim Ummah perform the practice of showing condolence to the bereaved family and praying for the deceased, not just the Indian and Pakistani community. 

Secondly, the furniture is removed purely on the basis to make room for the visitors. It is not actually part of the bereavement process. So, in a home where there is ample space 
for people to sit down, without moving the furniture, then there is no need to do so. 

Thirdly, I think you have confused the three days and the forty days. The official mourning period is three days. The ‘forty days’ refers to when the community again gathers (and not for forty days continuously) to pray for the deceased.
Nevertheless, the process that we engage in upon a bereavement is proven conclusively from the example of the Prophet (S.A.W). The practice of ‘Fatiha’, reading the Quran for the sake of the deceased on the 2nd day, 3rd day, 10th day, 20th day or the 40th day is correct and legitimate. 

The Prophet (S.A.W) set out specific days for the Isaale Sawab (transferral of reward for the deceased). In fact, he specifically singled out Friday for the visiting of the parent’s graves and performing Dua for them. 

In Mishkat Sharif, we come across the Hadith in which the Prophet (S.A.W) said:

‘Whosoever visits the grave of his parents or one of them every Friday, he will be forgiven and will be written (and classified) as a good person.’

Mulla Ali Qari (R.A) writes:

‘It was on the third day after the death of Ibrahim, son of the Messenger of Allah, when Hazrat Abu Zarr (R.A) came to the Prophet (S.A.W) with dry dates, milk and some wheat bread. He (S.A.W) placed it in front of the Prophet (S.A.W). He (S.A.W) recited Surah Fatiha and Surah Ikhlas thrice and then raised his hands in Dua and wiped his face. 

The Prophet (S.A.W) then ordered Hazrat Abu Zarr (R.A) to divide the food amongst the people.’ (Tashih al-Aqa’id, p. 127).

In clear terms therefore, the specifying of a day (whether it is after 20 days or 40 days) is proven and reading Fatiha for the deceased in the presence of food is also proven.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            974   TOPIC : Sex
Is it Haraam / Gunnah to imagine having sex with your husband?

ANSWER   




            974
Neither is it Haram, nor does it carries Gunnah.  However it is better to spend time in 

remembrance of Allah Azawajal.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




            975   TOPIC : Spirit Vinegar
Is Spirit Vinegar Halal? Just wanted to know is this Halal or not as this ingredient is in most types of coleslaws and salads etc.
ANSWER   




            975
If the spirit vinegar is made from alcohol or animal sources, then it will be classified as 
Haraam. Quite often, vinegar is made from other sources, particularly when used in 
salads, so it is advisable to check the origins.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




             976   TOPIC : Freemason in Islam
Is being a Freemason allowed in Islam?

ANSWER   




             976
Muslims are taught to fulfil the very reason for their creation, Ibada (Worship). All time and effort should be geared towards this goal. 

Secondly, membership in Islam is based on one Ummah, the global, all-encompassing bond that unites all Muslims. Thirdly, Muslims are advised to ‘leave that which does not concern them’, in the words of our Beloved Prophet (S.A.W). On this basis, there is no reason for a Muslim to aspire to be a freemason.  

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




             977   TOPIC : Ghusl
While doing Ghusl (after Haiz) I felt that I passed urine though I wasn't sure (I suffer 
waswas a lot), so after Ghusl I decided to do Wudhu again as I thought I might of passed urine, so by that time my body got more than partially dried and I had to repeat whole Ghusl all over again. It took me 2 hrs. Was it okay what I did?
ANSWER   




             977
Waswasa’s are from Shaitaan (devil).

To safeguard yourself from Waswasa recite: Thaooz (A’oozu Bil-Laahi Minash Shaietaa nir-Rajeem) with regularity. However this in no way means you recite in the places that are forbidden i.e. bathroom etc

As for the completion of your Ghusl, if you had simply performed the Three Fard (Compulsory acts) of Ghusl, your Ghusl would have been complete. There was no need to go through all that you had gone through.

The Three Fard Being: 

1. To rinse the mouth in such a manner that water reaches the entire mouth.

2. To rinse the nostrils thoroughly.

3. To completely wet the whole body.    

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




              978   TOPIC : Correct length of Beard

I already know that the proper beard in Islam is beard that is a fist long what if you cut it a little shorter and are you allowed to trim the sides of your face but let it grow below your chin.
ANSWER   




              978

Keeping the beard to the amount of a fistful is proven from the Holy Quran as the practice of the previous Prophets. When Musa (A.S) went to the Mountain, he left Harun(A.S) in charge. He returned to find his people began worshipping the calf. He displayed some anger towards Harun (A.S) as a result and grabbed his beard. 

As the Quran says, Harun (A.S) replied, 

He said: "O son of my mother! Grab (me) not by my beard, nor by my head! (20;94)

The scholars state that clearly, his beard must have been at least a fistful amount for Musa(A.S) to be able to grab it. 

Overall, the beard should be left to grow naturally, and when this is allowed to happen, the beard will not grow disproportionately from the sides or from the chin. A person is allowed to trim the beard when it grows more than a fistful from the chin. Some young Muslims keep the beard extremely short from the sides and allow it to grow from the chin; this is not encouraged and is not the Sunnah method.   

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)   

QUESTION




            979   TOPIC : Abbreviations
What’s the reason behind why people say Azawajal or S.W.T after saying Allah? 
Is there a punishment for not saying it?

ANSWER   




            979
The Arabic phrase, Subhanahu Wa Taala often abbreviated as (S.W.T) appears after the name of Allah. Its English translated simply means: Glorified and exalted be He.

Sometimes other expressions such 'Azza Wa Jall": meaning, He is the Mighty and the Majestic; are also used when the name of Allah is written or pronounced. 

Saying or writing these types of phrases are seen as an act of reverence and devotion towards Allah (S.W.T). 

However if you do not write/ say it after the name of Allah (S.W.T) you will not be sinful, but it would be classed as disrespectful.   

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




             980   TOPIC : Reading Naat without a Beard

What is the opinion of Scholars upon a reciter of Naat (either in Mosque or on TV) who does not have his beard according to Sunnah (or even clean shaved)?

Is it not true that he is contradicting himself when on one hand he shows affection for the Beloved Prophet (S.A.W) through his words but his actions do not speak of his Love for the Prophet (S.A.W)? 

Keeping full length beard is Wajib and person who trims or shaves his beard is doing a Haram act. Should people who do not have full length beard even be allowed to recite Naat Shareef in the mosques?

ANSWER   




             980

Undoubtedly, you are right to suggest that a person reciting a Naat without a beard is somewhat contradicting himself; he is verbally expressing love for the Beloved Prophet (S.A.W), but he is not proving it by keeping a beard. 

At the same time, it is difficult to prevent anyone from praising the Prophet. Even if a non-Muslim or staunch enemy was to praise the Prophet, we would not raise objections. In fact in the time of the Prophet, Hirqals the Roman king asked questions about the Prophet to Abu Sufyan ibn Harb. He gave a beautiful description of the Prophet (S.A.W) to the King.

(Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter; the beginning of revelation, Hadith number 6). 

Therefore, we should strike a balance between allowing all to be given the opportunity to 
praise the Prophet (S.A.W), and between encouraging people to adopt the physical and moral qualities of the Beloved Prophet (S.A.W).     

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            981   TOPIC : Reading Nafil on Shab e Barat
Can you kindly explain the certain optional units (Nafil Rakats) to be prayed on Shab-e-Barat, and what to read in each.
ANSWER   




            981
Shab-e-Baraat (Laylatul Nifsul Shaban) is the night when Allah the Almighty arranges the affairs of the following year. It is a night of worship and prayers for all Muslims.

Nawafil for Shab-e-Baraat
On this night the following Nawafil can be read:
1. Read 6 Rakat Nafl Prayer (2+2+2), after Maghrib. After every two Rakats read Surah Yaseen once. This special prayer, by the blessing of Allah Almighty, will give you a healthy and prosperous life for the whole year.

2. Read 12 Rakat Nafl Prayer, in each Rakat read: Surah Fatiha (Alhamdo): once, Surah Ikhlas: 10 times.
Afterwards read: 3rd Kalima: 10 times, 4th Kalima: 10 times and Darood Sharif: 100 times

3. Read 8 Rakat Nafl Prayer with One Salaam. In each Rakat read: Surah Fatiha : once, Surah Ikhlas : 11 times.

Hazrat Fatima (R.A) is reported to have said that whoever will observe this Prayer on Shab-e-Barat and will present its reward (Sawab) to my soul, I will strongly recommend for his/ her forgiveness to Allah Almighty before I enter the Heavens.

4. The Prophet (S.A.W) used to read this Dua abundantly on this night, we should do the same:

Allahumma inni al-aloka afwa wal afiyata wal muafatad-daimata fid dunya wal akhirah 

5. Read 100 Rakat Nafl Prayer reciting in each Rakat reciting : Surah Fatiha : Once and Surah Ikhlas : 10 times.

The person observing this prayer on Shab-e-Baraat will have tremendous blessings from Allah Almighty and his/ her prayers will be answered and will be made free from the fire of Hell and will go to Paradise.
 
(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




             982   TOPIC : Rights of Wife 
What rights does a Muslim wife have in marriage?

ANSWER   




             982
To answer this question I am solely relying on the excellent work of Muftee Muhammed Khaleel Khan Qaadiree in his well circulated book, Sunnee Bahishtee Zewar, P282-285).
RIGHTS OF WIFE
Allah Almighty says, "Wa-Lahumma Mislul Lazee 'Alaiehinna Bil-Ma'roofi Wa-Lir-Rijaali  'Alaiehinna Darajah".

The explanation of this Quranic verse is that women have also rights over men similar to those of what they have over women. In brief, it is publicised and clarified that not only men have rights over women and husbands over their wives but also women have rights over men and wives over their husbands. Women are not mere goods and chattels of men. Husband should not indulge in wishful thinking that they have rights over their wives without duties and responsibilities. They are also under obligation like their wives. Likewise, wives should also not indulge in modernism that "service to husbands" is not their responsibility but instead husbands should serve them.

But the explanation and guidelines of these rights should be obtained from the injunctions of the Shariah rather than self-desires and man-made laws particularly the one which is generally projected as code of women's rights.

The husbands should keep this point in their minds well that they are not masters of women and their wives are not their slave-girls. In respect of rights the both are equal but in terms of physique and intellect men transcend women.

The Holy Quran says, "Wa-'Aashiroohunna Bil-Ma'roofi Fa-in Kareh-Tumoohunna Fa'asaaa An-Takrahoo Shaie-aoon Yaj'alalLaahu Feehi Khaieran Kaseeraa".

The sum and substance of this Quranic verse is that men should live with women with kindness and treat them well whether they are married or widows. The Quranic verse has 
shut the doors of slander, fault finding, suspicion, backbiting and calumny permanently.

Sometimes, a man when displeased with his wife (on anything) begins enumerating her faults and considers it his right. The Holy Quran said that the woman who is associated with you might have some shortcomings and be careless but together with it she is also endowed with some qualities. If she is idle and remiss, she is also, for instance, obedient and chaste. Therefore, men are emphasised upon not to ignore their qualities in anger.

"Hunna Libaasul Lakum wa-Antum Libaasul Lahun”. (They [women] are your garment and you are their garment).

Men and Women are enjoined to be sincere and loyal to each other nay; be intimate companions. They should guard secrets of each other, be a means of honour, pride and perfection for each other and be all-helpful to each other economically and socially.

If a woman is obstinate and impertinent, man should not counter that with harshness and strictness.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said:

1). [O' men!] Treat women well, for, they have been created from a curve rib. She shall never straighten for you. If you want to use her, you can as she is. If you try to straighten her, you will have her broken and breaking her is "divorcing" her. [Muslim Shareef].
2). Muslim should harbour no malice towards his Muslim wife. If he dislikes one habit of her, he (definitely) likes her others. [Muslim Shareef]. It means that her all habits are not bad. She also has some good habits. Therefore, a man should not see her shortcomings only. He should overlook her bad habits and see her good habits.

Glory to Allah! What a beautiful method of being happy, content and conciliated with wives, the supreme teacher of wisdom has taught to men.

3). Good men of you are those who treat women well. [Tirmizee]. This identification for a man to be a good, well behaved and righteous expounded by the Hadees is, in fact, a mirror in which everyone can see his face. The one, who is malevolent and unjust to his own family members, cannot be expected of being benevolent and just to others since charity begins at home.

The Holy Prophet said in his famous sermon of Hajjatul Widaa':

4). O' people! I exhort you to do women good and favour. You accept (and act upon) my 
exhortation. Undoubtedly, women have a right over you. You be kind in clothing and feeding them. [Ibne Maajah].

5). On one occasion a person asked the Holy Prophet: O' Messenger of Allah! What right does a wife have over her husband? He (S.A.W) said, "When he himself eats, He should feed her too and when and what he himself wears, should also clothe her. He should neither slap her face nor bad-mouth her, nor separate her from himself as a punishment but within his home. [Ibne Maajah].
In brief, wife and husband in a Muslim family should be well-wisher, sympathiser and coverer of the faults and weaknesses of each other. They should be cordially and mutually accommodative and tolerant, for, they are sine qua non for each other. She is garment and bedding for him and he is garment and bedding for her. 
The excellence of their manners lies in covering up the failings of each other as the dress covers up the defects of the body and enhances its beauty and should show restraint. They should keep in their views the goodness’s of each other and endeavour to maintain and demonstrate their mutual ties in the best possible way. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar) 
QUESTION




             983   TOPIC : Hajj and Umrah
What is the difference between 'Umrah' & 'Hajj'? How do you perform 'Umrah', and how do you perform 'Hajj'? Is it easy or hard? Can it be done in one day? Also are there any further books I can read on these two topics?

ANSWER   




             983
In Arabic Umrah means privilege to visit (to Sacred place), However in Shariah this term means to: 

1. To put on Ihram from Meeqaat (Fard), 

Ihram consists of: two large sheets of, Cloth, Towel, Wool, or blanket of any colour preferably white and new. One is used for covering the lower part of the body i.e. minimum requirement of covering belly button up to and including knee caps.  The second sheet is used to cover upper part of the body. Making sure the head remain uncovered.

2. Perform Tawaf around the Holy Kaaba (Fard) 

3. Walk to and from between Safa and Marwah (Saii) (Wajib) and

4. To Shave off the head or cutting short the hair before removing Ihram (To get one quarter hair cut is Wajib, whereas to shave off hair fully is Sunnah).

Umrah is also called Lesser Pilgrimage (Hajj e Asghar). It and can be performed anytime during the year (except 8th to 13th of Zil Hajj) and as many times as one may wish.

Hajj on the other hand can only be performed once in a year and is one of the five pillars of Islam.

It is Fard (compulsory) for every Muslim, Male as well as Female, who is Major, Sane and able to undertake the journey to Makkah Shareef and bear its expenses, once in life.

The basic rites of Hajj are three: Putting on Ihram (Niyat and Talbiah), presence in Arafat and Tawaful Ziyarat. These are Fard, while other rights are Wajib (Obligatory) or Sunnah.

The rites of Hajj start from the morning of 8th Zil Hajj and end on the 13th of Zil Hajj.   

In the morning of 8th Zill Hajj the pilgrims wear the Ihram and leave Makkah for Mina where they stay for one day and night. On the morning of 9th Zil Hajj they leave Mina for Arafat where they stay till sunset.

By the sunset they leave Arafat for Muzdalifah to stay for the night. On the morning of 10th Zil Hajj they leave Muzdalifah and return to Mina where they first stone the big Jamrah (Symbol of Satan), then sacrifice the animal, then shave off their heads or cut short their hair in order to take off their Ihram.
Then they go to Makkah Shareef and perform the Tawaful Ziyarat (i.e. circuit round the Holy Kaabah) and perform the Saii and return back to Mina.

They stay in Mina and stone all the three Jamrah on the 11th and 12th of Zil Hajj. They can leave Mina before sunset of 12th Zil Hajj, but if they do not for some reason then they have to stay there for the 13th Zil Hajj. It is important to remember that if there is an over stay, they are then required to stone all three Jamarahs.

By performing the above, the rites of Hajj are complete.

The above is a very brief description of how to performing Umrah and Hajj. 

As this is a very big topic to discuss on this section of the website we would suggest the following books to be read, as they cover the above topics in great length, and with easy understandable explanations:

1. Easy Know How on Hajj and Umrah, by Zia ul Quran Publications. Available in both Urdu and English.

2. Sunnah, The Way of Quranic Life, Vol 3, by Syed Anwer Ali, Zia ul Quran Publications. Available in both Urdu and English.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




             984   TOPIC : Namaz 
Can I read Namaz, if there are shoes in front of me?
ANSWER   




             984
Namaz will be accepted, but it is better that you remove them from in front of you and place them on the side, or read your Namaz at another location (if possible).

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




             985   TOPIC : Rights of Husband
What rights does a Muslim man generally have in marriage?

ANSWER   




             985
To answer this question I am solely relying on the excellent work of Muftee Muhammed Khaleel Khaan Qaadiree in his well circulated book, Sunnee Bahishtee Zewar, P278-282).
Rights of Husband
Allah Almighty says "Wa-Min Aayaatiheee AnKhalaqa Lakum Min Anfusikum Azwaajal Li-taskunooo Ilaiehaa wa Ja'ala Baienakum Mawaddata-aon wa-Rahmah".

This Quranic verse expatiates three important points that have been described as foundation stone and genesis of married life, family system. Husband and wife have to regard the rights of each other equally:

1).The men-folk is told that their wives are also human species and have been created like them. They also have wishes, feelings and sentiments like them. They are not mere a lifeless creature and an inorganic object.

2). Another purpose of their creation is that they are a source of comfort, repose and happiness for you (men). They are equanimity of your hearts and solace to your distress and grief. They have been created for you as helpmates so that you might find rest and bliss in them.

3). Your bonds of relationship with them (women) should base on mutual love, sincerity, confidence and sympathy. It is an established fact that every human being seeks companionship of his/her own species as per the "nature" placed in mankind by the Almighty. Therefore, Allah Almighty has described the sincerity and love between wife and husband as one of His Signs.

The reality of the relationship of a wife with her husband has been revealed by the Holy Quran in a single word, "rest". The whole philosophy of the ties between wife and husband consists in it. Her closet should be a peaceful and blissful refuge for her husband from the stresses and distresses of the world. And their mutual relationship should be full of peace and happiness so that the purpose of the creation of woman i.e. sincerity and love, attachment and confidence, and peace and ease is served. If a couple fails to achieve these objectives then one of them or the both are at fault.

To sustain this mutual and reciprocal affinity, the wife is required to be sincere and loyal to her husband and the husband to console and please her.

Though the wife and husband are equal in terms of their rights yet the command of the Shariah in respect of a father and his son, who are equal in rights, is that the father should act like an officer and his son as his subordinate, the father should order and the son should obey. Likewise, a man enjoys superiority over woman in the family, administrative set up of Muslim family.

The Glorious Qur-aan says "Ar-Rijaalu Qawwaamoona 'Alan Nisaaa-i Bimaa Faddalal Laahu Ba'dahum 'Alaa Ba'dioon wa-Bimaaa Anfaqoo Min Amwaalihim Fas-Saalihaatu Qaanitaatun Haafizaatul Lil-ghaiebi Bimaa Hafizal Laah."

The exegesis of this Quranic verse is thus that men are in charge of women. They support and protect them and issue them orders in worldly matters. Women are subordinate to men in administrative and family affairs because men enjoy ascendancy over women in respect of physical strength and intelligence. Besides, women are dependent on men economically and men meet their due needs and demands. So, good women are those who guard the honour and property of their husbands in their absence and are always all-out to guard their own chastity and the honour and property of their husbands as well. Allah Almighty has made them "safe" by inculcating in them the sense of protecting their self-respect and chastity and the spirit of being sincere and loyal to their husbands.

In sum, the Holy Quran has imposed three duties on women:

1). They should be obedient and loyal to their husbands. 

2). They should be discreet (good housekeepers) to conserve property and wealth of their husbands. 

3). They should be chaste and virtuous and do not let their own chastity and the honour of their husbands be tarnished. The educated modern girls should analyse their manners in the light of the explanation of this Quranic verse to their good.

Now listen to some Prophetic sayings in this respect. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said:

1). The greatest right over a woman is of her husband and over a man is of his mother. 
[Haakim].

2). Had I commanded a person to prostrate before a creature, would have commanded woman to prostrate her husband, for, Allah Almighty has assigned the rights of men to women. By Him in whose Divine Authority the soul of Muhammad (S.A.W) is, woman cannot fulfil her duty towards her Creator until she fulfils the rights of her husband. [Abu Daood, Haakim].

3). Woman cannot attain the best of Eimaan (Islamic faith) until she fulfils her husband's rights. [Tibraanee].
4). The right of a husband over his wife is that she does not leave his bed (except with permission), proves his oath (Qasam) right, does not step out of his house without his permission and does not let a person whom her husband dislikes in the house. [Tibraanee].
5). The woman who offers prayers five times a day regularly, observes fasts of Ramadan, guards her chastity and honour and obeys her husband, will be allowed to enter into paradise by whichever gate she likes to. [Abu Naeem].

6). The woman who obeyed the commands of Allah, fulfilled the rights of her husband, reminded him of virtuous deeds and guarded her chastity and did not misappropriate his wealth/ property, would be accommodated in paradise one class lower than those of the martyrs. And then if her husband is a believer and good person she shall be his wife in paradise otherwise any of the martyrs will be her husband. [Tibraanee].

7). Prayers of the woman whose husband is angry with her are not accepted and her virtues do not rise [up to the heavens]. (Baheeqee).
8). If a husband invited his wife (to his bed) and she refused and her husband spent the night in anger, the Angels would continue cursing her till dawn. There is in another tradition that Allah Almighty remains displeased with her until her husband is pleased with her.

9). When a woman hurts her husband, the Houries curse her saying, "may Allah kill you. He is a guest to you. He will leave you soon and come to us". [Tirmizee].

10). O' women! Be afraid of Allah in respect of (the rights of) your husband and seek his pleasure. If you knew the importance of the right of your husband, you would remain standing before him while he kept eating with you. [Abu Na'eem]

11). Next to "Taqva" (piety) is nothing better than a pious wife who obeys her husband, pleases him when he sees her and fulfils his oath when he swears her something.

[Ibne Maajah] 
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




             986   TOPIC : Spirit Vinegar
Is Spirit Vinegar Halal? Just wanted to know is this Halal or not as this ingredient is in most types of coleslaw, salads, ketchup etc. I have done research many times about this ingredient. Some scholars say it is and some say it isn't.
ANSWER   




             986
Please refer to Q975 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




            987   TOPIC : Auctions and Competitions

I would like to know if any of the following two competitions are Haraam. Also if you could detail as to when can (if possible) for a competition involving money to be Halal.

1. Reverse auctions SMS. This is carried out by sending a text message being charged at say £1.50. You are bidding for an item say a car for example. You have to text the lowest unique bid that no-one else has already done so, to win the car. For example you could text 10pence, if no-one else texts 10pence and that is the lowest unique bid then you win. But if someone else also decides to text 10pence then your bid no longer becomes unique and so you will have to choose another text if you want another try?

2. Competition lines charged at premium rate numbers. You have to ring a premium rate number, charged at say 50pence per minute. You have to be the 1000th or 2000th or 3000th caller etc.... when you call, the computer voice will let you know what calling number you are. If for example you are the 995th number, you may want to quickly call again to be the 1000th caller; you may be quick or miss it and have to wait to try for the 2000th. You win a prize or monetary value if you get one of the number sequences. Is this Haraam or not? 

ANSWER   




           987
Gambling is clearly forbidden in Islam and is described ‘as the work of the devil’ in the 
Holy Quran. This includes all types of games of chance. If a person wages an amount of 
money in the hope of gaining a larger amount, and this larger amount will be decided by a draw or some other random manner, then such a transaction is Haraam. 
Therefore the premium rate call example is forbidden, because you have paid for the call, in hope of gaining a larger amount that depends on sheer chance.
As for the first SMS text auction case, a conventional auction is not forbidden. This is because a transaction in Islam is simply when the buyer and seller agree to a price. But the nature of the SMS text auction that you describe is gambling in all but name; you are paying for the text and then the chance of gaining the item is down to luck. 
In a normal auction, the price is determined by supply and demand; the market forces in essence sets the price. If the item is valued then the price will be higher, and it is not, it will sell for a cheaper amount. But here, it depends more on luck and it is not a conventional transaction; the provider is making money from the texts and the eventual purchase. Therefore, such an auction is not permitted. (Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            988   TOPIC : Collecting loyalty Points

I’ve got an odd question to ask. Is it permissible to collect points such as nectar or Tesco and use them in exchange for items or would that be gambling somehow?
ANSWER   




            988
Collecting such points is not gambling. This is because though you expect to gain from 
these points, you have not lost anything. Therefore it is similar to when a person buys a particular good, and receives another good with it as part of a sale or special offer.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            989   TOPIC : Wife seeing deceased husbands face

Recently a married male member of my family has passed away, my Allah (S.W.T) rest his soul in peace. Some members of the extended family claim that the wife of the late male should be not allowed to see the face of the corpse, or leave the house for some period of time to show she is grieving the death of her late husband. 
They also, claim that as he has died their husband/ wife relationship has ended. I know their claims are not 100% correct and was wondering if you could provide any

Hadiths/ Ayats that refer to such circumstances and what should/ shouldn't be done.

ANSWER   




             989

The widow is permitted to see the face of the deceased husband, owing to the relationship that they had. But the viewing should not lead to excessive wailing and it should not be done in such a way that it contravenes other Islamic laws (like for example, the place should not be where males and females are freely mixing). 
It is strange that some of our Muslims object to the bereaved widow seeing the husband for the last time, but never question the open and free-mixing of the sexes in the workplace, town centres and colleges. 

The woman is expected to sit the Idda for four months and ten days. During this period she is not to re-marry and avoids leaving the house without reason. Legally, the husband and wife relationship has not ended totally. This is because the widow inherits from the deceased. If the husband/ wife relationship was deemed as null and void at death, then she would receive no share as she would be seen as unrelated to the deceased.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            990   TOPIC : Bad Dreams

I had a bad dream about someone close on the night of Shab e Miraaj. Is that a bad sign? What am I supposed to do?

ANSWER   




            990

Having a bad dream on the night of Laila Miraj is not necessarily a bad sign. 
The Prophet (S.A.W) said, ‘the nice dream is from Allah. So when you see [in your dream] that which you love, then do not tell except those who you love. And when you see something you dislike, then seek refuge from the Shaitan from its evil, and 
spit three times. And do not tell anyone, for verily it will not harm him.’ 
(Al-Bukhari, Book of Interpretations, 6522)
When we see a bad dream, we should recite Ta’awwuz, namely A’uzu Billahe mina as-Shaytain ar-Rajim. Then we should symbolically spit (i.e. dry spit) over our left shoulders three times. 
Finally, the Prophet (S.A.W) told us not to disclose the contents to anyone.

 (Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




            991   TOPIC : Dream

My Sister In Law  mentioned she had a dream about where she seen her own childhood and came up to a point where she was all of a sudden grown up and ate a sweet and her teeth began to fall out one by one!

ANSWER   




            991

Dreams are one of the most difficult areas in Islam to interpret. Part of the reason is because of the involvement of the ‘Ruh’ in dreams, and in the Quran we are clearly told that Allah Almighty has given mankind little knowledge regarding this. 

In a Hadith recorded by Imam Bukhari (Book of Dreams, Chapter; Dreams are from Allah, 6470), the Prophet (S.A.W) said, 

‘When someone sees a dream which he likes, then it is from Allah, and thus he should praise Allah and tell others about it. And when he sees a dream other than that which he dislikes then the dream is from the devil. He should refuge from the evil from it and should not tell anyone or it will harm him.’

You can refer to the book ‘Ta’bir al-Ru’ya’ by Ibn Sirin, who lived one generation after the 
Companions (R.A). This is the most authentic book available on the topic of the interpretations of dreams.

 (Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




         992   TOPIC : Lesbian Relationship

I am writing in regards to some clarity. A friend of mine was in a lesbian relationship for 2 years, while she was in it she was in guilt, and was scared at the same time.  The girl she was with is Ismaili and follows Aga khan so she thinks its fine to be gay.

The problem is that my friend is extremely hurt because this girl has treated her very badly, not only she broke up with her, she's treated her like she's no body and makes her feel like she's lost out or is guilty. The girl pressured her a lot to come out and tell her family.

My friend knows that Allah has guided her in the right path but she wants to find peace and wants this pain to go away. I know being lesbian is Haraam, can you suggest anything for her to pray to get this pain away? Also my friend keeps on telling me that she wants that girl to suffer because she has given her allot of pain while being with her and also after that. What is the punishment of being lesbian?

Hoping to hear from you soon.
ANSWER   




          992

Having a Gay relationship in Islam is totally forbidden (Haraam), and is classed as a Grave Sin. 

Although you have mentioned that your friend has stopped engaging in this vile act, it is very important to remember that as she has violated Allah (S.W.T) command and participated in this Sin, she has to sincerely repent to her Creator.

Allah (S.W.T) says in the Holy Quran that I will forgive all Sins except Shirk (Polytheism – associating partners with Allah S.W.T). Therefore if one repents sincerely (Taubah Tun Nasuh) and keeps away from this path of Sin. Inshallah she will find Allah’s (S.W.T) mercy, and forgiveness. 
As for your friend wanting revenge for the pain she had received from the other partner whilst in this relationship, what we would suggest is that she concentrates all her efforts into trying to follow the true teachings of Islam and spend her time in pleasing Allah (S.W.T). Turn her own life around and inshallah leave the other woman’s concerns/ actions to Allah (S.W.T). May Allah (S.W.T) guide us all to the right path.

Please also refer to questions such as Q765 regarding Forgiveness, on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




        993   TOPIC : Child Born

In question 67 it is mentioned that 2 goats are sacrificed when a boy is born and 1 in case of a girl and that this is done because our beloved prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) did it this way. Could you please elaborate on this and explain why our Prophet did it this way?

ANSWER   




        993
This is in the Hikmat (wisdom) of creation.

As we have explained in Q67, this does not imply preference of a boy over a girl but this is because the Noble Prophet (S.A.W) had done it. We perform this action in order to attain reward of performing a Sunnah.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       

994   TOPIC : Removal of hair
Is it Gunnah to use an epilator on your arms, legs and underarms? It's a small 
machine that uses tweezers to pluck the hair out from the root? Because I’ve heard females can't use metal to remove hair.

ANSWER   




        994
Yes you are allowed to use an epilator.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       

995   TOPIC : Permissibility of Celebrating Milad
Could you please explain the permissibility of celebrating Milad?

ANSWER   




        995
To answer this question I will solely rely on the two articles that we produced as part of the Ramadan 2011 topics which covers this question in great detail.
The Permissibility of Celebrating Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W) Part 1

We find publications filled with lies and deception which mislead many Muslims into thinking negatively about celebrating the Milad of our Beloved Prophet (S.A.W). These publications claim that to celebrate the Milad is an act of innovation that goes against Islam.
This is far from the truth, and it is therefore necessary for those who can speak clearly to help clarify and reverse the doubts surrounding this most blessed day. It is with this humble intention that we present the following proofs in support of celebrating our Most Beloved Prophet (S.A.W)’s birthday.

Allah (S.W.T) says:
" ….Remember, therefore, the Bounties of Allah and commit no disorder in the earth."
(Surah Araf, Verse 74)
In the above verse Allah (S.W.T) orders us to remember His (S.W.T) bounties and rewards. The last Prophet (S.A.W) is, undoubtedly, a great blessing of Allah (S.W.T) for the whole of mankind. Allah (S.W.T) Himself considers the Prophet (S.A.W) His great favour for mankind as He (S.W.T) says:
"Surely Allah has conferred favour on the believers that He sent a Rasool (Messenger of Allah) from amongst them who recites to them His Verses and purifies them and teaches them the Book and the wisdom. And previous to that they were clearly in error". (Surah Al Imran, Verse 164)

Therefore, according to the Quranic commandments we must remember the Beloved Prophet (S.A.W) and Milad-un-Nabi is a best way of remembrance of the greatest Prophet (S.A.W).
The companion of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) Hazrat Abdullah Ibne Abbas (R.A) explained the word "Favour". He (R.A) says, here in this verse, favour signifies the Prophethood and Islam. (Tafseer Ibne Abbas, Sure Al Duha, Page 651).
So in the light of the given explanation by the beloved companion of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), we can say that Allah (S.W.T) orders us to remember Holy Prophet (S.A.W) in our gatherings between the people, in our Masjid between the worshiper and in our houses 
between our families. Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W) is a best way for this Quranic purpose.
When we celebrate Milad, we gather, in order to send salutations to the Prophet (S.A.W) and remember Wilaadah (Birth) and virtues of the Prophet (S.A.W).

The Permissibility of Celebrating Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W) Part 2
The purpose of this topic is to show our Muslim brothers and sisters that celebrating Mehfil-e-Milad is not against the Shariah but it is in accordance to Islam. If someone does not like Mehfil-e-Milad it does not mean that celebrating Mehfil-e-Milad itself is wrong.
In other words if someone does not practice Islam it does not mean Islam itself is bad.

A typical Mehfil-e-Milad consists of the following events. The sequence of events may vary but almost all Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W) gathering consist of all or majority of the following events.

Recitation of Holy Quran, Hamd, Naat, Nasheed, Speeches on the life of the Prophet 
Muhammad (S.A.W), Salaat-O-Salaam, Dua and Distribution of Food or Sweets.
It is very unfortunate that in worldly affairs we are mentally impressed by the Westerners and in religious affairs we are impressed by the Arabs. The Holy Quran was revealed in Arabic and coincidentally Saudi Arabians speaks Arabic and our Holy places are in Saudi Arabia. We have natural respect for these, but it does not mean that they are the only champions or authority of Islam.
On the contrary, nowhere in the Quran or AHadith, Allah (S.W.T) or His Beloved (S.A.W) state that Muslims have to follow Saudi Arabia, Arabs or non-Arabs. We as Muslims are addressed to follow Allah (S.W.T) and the Sunnah of the Prophet (S.A.W).

It is the present day Saudi Arabia's government that does not celebrate the birth of our Prophet (S.A.W). Otherwise if you go back a hundred years or so in the history of Saudi Arabia, when it was Hijaz-al-Muqaddas (in the period of Ottoman empire) you will find how enthusiastically Arabs of that time had celebrated Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W). 

Even today, apart from Saudi Arabia and a few of its allies, the whole Arab world, from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Algeria to Nigeria, Tunisia, Yemen, Sudan, Libya etc. commemorate Milad-un-Nabi (S.A.W) one way or another.
It is important to remember that Allah (S.W.T) has ordered us to obey His (S.W.T) laws and to follow the teachings of His Messenger (S.A.W) rather than any particular country.

Just think;
· If reciting Quran is according to Islam, 
· If reading Hamd is according to Islam,
· If reading Naat is according to Islam, 
· If delivering speeches on the life of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is according to Islam,
· If sending Salaat-O-Salaam to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is according to Islam,
· If making Dua is according to Islam and If serving food is according to Islam.......

If all these individual acts are according to Islam then how come these same acts when preformed collectively in Mehfil-e-Milad becomes Bidah or Shirk?
May Allah (S.W.T) show us the right path and give us the courage to accept the truth.

Please also refer to similar question on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         996   TOPIC : Anger and Stress
I’m not having a good time at school recently. I always end up coming home in a bad mood and this leads to arguments between me and my mum. I never intend to do it and I always try not to, but sometimes I can’t help it. I feel so bad sometimes that I cry. What should I do to keep my anger and stress levels down? Is there anything I can read or do?

ANSWER   




         996

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) taught us that the strength of a human is not measured by his physical strength and his ability to make others fear him; ‘the strong one is the man who controls himself at the time of anger’ (al-Bukhari, Book of Manners, Hadith no. 5639). 
The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) described anger as a fire, and in the way fire is extinguished with water, an angry person should drink water immediately. If he is standing, he should be ordered to sit down. If he is sitting then he should lie down. 
In another Hadith it is mentioned that when a person experiences anger he/she should recite Ta’awwuz, namely A’uzu Billahe Minash Shaiytan nir Rajeem (I seek refuge with Allah from the devil, the accursed).

Furthermore Prophet (S.A.W) said, 
‘Merely, anger is from the devil, and he is created from the fire. Fire is extinguished with water. So when one of you is angry, he should perform ablution.’ (Sunan Abu Daud, Hadith no. 4152).

Another habit which you should adopt is to remain in Wudu.   

Please refer to other related question on our website also, such as Q854. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         997   TOPIC : Wudu
Before the beginning of Wudu is it not permissible to say Tasmeea (bismillah ur rahman r raheem), complete in the eye of Hadith?

ANSWER   




         997
I am extremely sorry but I do not fully understand what the questioner is trying to ask. 

If the questioner is asking whether, it is permissible to recite Thasmiyah before starting Wudu, then the simple answer to this is that yes this is allowed, providing the recitation is done outside the bathroom/ toilet area. The reason for this is that you should refrain from reading Quranic Ayahs in this type of environment.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




        998   TOPIC : Claiming benefits
Is claiming benefits Halal? For example Job Seekers Allowance etc...

ANSWER   




        998
Benefit such as Job Seekers Allowance, are set up by the government in order to help individual along with their day to day expenses whilst they are going through a bad patch, where they are in between jobs or simply trying to find a job.

There is no problem in receiving these benefits providing you genuinely fulfil the criteria and no deception is involved. If however this is done under false pretences then surely you will be sinful.

It is important to remember that if work is available, then one should earn a Halal earning from it. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) always emphasized the virtue of working to earn one’s living. He (S.A.W) seized every opportunity to make this principle well understood by all people.
Please also refer to similar questions already answered on our website.   

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




         999   TOPIC : Milad
I have only recently heard of Milad, it seems to be a relatively new thing. Can you please explain the history, the significance? 

As some schools of thought believe that it may be wrong on the basis it has no routes in Hadith therefore can you please explain its relevance against some form of evidence as everyone I have spoken with just say it can't be a bad thing, I say based on that analogy reading 5 Fard in Salah is better than 4, please explain as I am confused about Milad. 

ANSWER   




        999

The question has already been answered in great length. Please refer to Q995, Q951, Q823 and Q757 on our website.

Furthermore please refer to our section on “The Permissibility of Celebrating Milad-un-
Nabi”, which can be found in our Literature section under the section called " Beliefs of Ahle Sunnah Wal Jammat

We pray that this clears your confusion, and feel free to ask without hesitation. May Allah (S.W.T) guide us all and give us the ability to understand and follow the beautiful religion of Islam.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       1000   TOPIC : Darood Taj 
Can you please list the benefits of reading Darood Taj?
ANSWER   




       1000
There are limitless benefits for this Blessed Darood Shareef and they cannot all be written down in such a small amount of space. A few are mentioned.

If someone wants to see the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), then at the height of the month on Yawmul Jumu'ah [Friday] after Salaatul Ishaa having performed Wudu and putting on Attar he should recite this Darood Taj seventy [70] times and sleep after that. If he does this for eleven [11] nights, Inshallah he will be blessed with the seeing the Holy Prophet (S.A.W).

For clearing his heart, he should recite this Darood Taj after Salaatul Fajr seven times, and again, three times after Salaatul Asr and Salaatul 'Ishaa respectively. For repelling the Magic of Jinn and the Shayateen, and to be safe from an epidemic and any other diseases, he recites it eleven times.

For being safe from enemies and the Hasid [jealousy] of the Haasideen and the oppression of oppressive rulers, and to be rid of sadness and grief, he should recite this Darood Taj for forty [40] nights after Salaatul 'Ishaa forty one [41] times.
If anyone wants to see the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) in his dream, then he should recite Salawat ul Taj Shareef, on eleven Friday nights continuously and that too on the advancing stages of the moon. The pre-requisites of reciting Salawat Sharif are: a) make Wudhu, b) put clean clothes that have been scented with pure scent, c) Face the Qibla and recite Salawat for 170 times then go to bed.

 (Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)









