To Medina With Love 
There has always been a tradition for pilgrims to visit the Holy city of Medina while on Hajj or Umrah. But does this tradition have any basis in Islam or is it just another fancy innovation.
Recently there has been a growing movement deterring pilgrims from visiting Medina. They argue that it is not one of the requirements of pilgrimage (Hajj) to visit Medina.
One Wahhabi/ Deobandi/ Tableeghi Imam addressed a gathering in which he stated; 'What is there to be gained from visiting Medina!’ 
Such statements have been echoed throughout the Muslim world by these so called 'learned scholars'. More and more Muslims are making the annual pilgrimage to Mecca and less and less are visiting Medina as a result of brainwashing from ignorant self proclaimed scholars.
Let us look at the various Hadiths traditions regarding the city of Medina.
Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said, “I was ordered to migrate to a town which will swallow (conquer) other towns and is called Yathrib and that is Medina, and it turns out (bad) persons as a furnace removes the impurities of iron.” (Bukhari Shareef)
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (RA) said, If I saw deer grazing in Medina, I would not chase them, for Allah's messenger (S.A.W) said, “(Medina) is a sanctuary between its two mountains.” (Bukhari Shareef)
Our Beloved Prophet (S.A.W) said, “Verily, Belief returns and goes back to Medina as a snake returns and goes back to its hole (when in danger).” (Bukhari Shareef)
The Prophet (S.A.W) said, “The terror caused by Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal will not enter Medina and at that time Medina will have seven gates and there will be two angels at each gate guarding them.” (Bukhari Shareef)
Rasulullah (S.A.W) said, “There are angels guarding the entrances (or roads) of Medina, neither plague nor Ad-Dajjal will be able to enter it.” (Bukhari Shareef)
The Prophet (S.A.W) said, “There will be no town which Ad-Dajjal will not enter except Mecca and Medina, and there will be no entrance (road) (of both Mecca and Medina) but the angels will be standing in rows guarding it against him, and then Medina will shake with its inhabitants thrice (i.e. three earth-quakes will take place) and Allah will expel all the none believers and the hypocrites from it.” (Bukhari Shareef)
The Prophet (S.A.W) said, “O Allah! Bestow on Medina twice the blessings You bestowed on Mecca.” (Bukhari Shareef)
Hazrat Anas (RA) said, “Whenever the Prophet (S.A.W) returned from a journey and observed the walls of Medina, he would make his Mount go fast, and if he was on an animal (i.e. a horse), he would make it gallop because of his love for Medina.” (Bukhari Shareef)
The Prophet (S.A.W) said, “There is a garden from the gardens of Paradise between my house and my pulpit, and my pulpit is on my Lake Fount (Al-Kauthar).” (Bukhari Shareef)
Hazrat Umar (RA) said, “O Allah (S.W.T)! Grant me martyrdom in Your cause, and let my death be in the city of Your Apostle.” (Bukhari Shareef)
Hazrat Jabir (RA) said, “A Bedouin came to the Prophet (S.A.W) and gave a pledge of allegiance for embracing Islam. The next day he came with fever and said (to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)), “Please cancel my pledge (of embracing Islam and of immigrating to Medina).” The Prophet (S.A.W) refused (that request) three times and said, “Medina is like a furnace, it expels out the impurities (bad persons) and selects the good ones and makes them perfect.” (Bukhari Shareef)
They may argue that all these Hadiths point out the excellence of Medina but make no reference to visiting it. 
Therefore, we now quote a few Hadiths on visiting the shrine of the holy Prophet (S.A.W) which is in Medina.
 “It has become Wajib upon me to intercede for those who visit my shrine” (At-Tabarani Shareef)
 “If someone visits me solely for visiting me and without any other intentions, he deserves my intercession for him on the Last Judgement” (Muslim Shareef)
 “The one who does not visit me after carrying out the Hajj will hurt me” (Imam Malik Shareef)
It should be evident, from the above mentioned Hadiths, to any self respecting Muslim, that Medina holds a very special place in the Prophet’s (S.A.W) heart. The Companions like Hazrat Umar (RA) supplicated to Allah for Martyrdom in Medina. And Rasulullah (S.A.W) guarantees intercession for those who visit his shrine.
If Muslims, after coming thousands of miles and spending vast amounts of money for Hajj, are unwilling and make excuses not to make a journey to Medina, then how will Allah accept their Hajj? 
If these ignorant people think that they are too special to show their faces in Medina then they are clearly mistaken. 
For it is clear from the above Hadiths that Medina has a heart and a soul. It can distinguish between good and bad. It decides who can enter it and who should be barred from it.
The truth is simply this, that, it is not that these people don't want to visit Medina. But Medina does not want them to visit it, due to their bad characters and the lack of love for the holy Prophet (S.A.W).
Wake up 'O' Muslims don't fall into the traps of Satan and his follower who want you to pay respect to them but not to the holy Prophet (S.A.W). The same Prophet (S.A.W) who taught us the rituals of Hajj, otherwise which one of us knew them?
So, be of those that Medina chooses, not of those it rejects. Next time you go to Hajj or Umrah remember this well.
Of course there are genuine cases where people have the intention to visit Medina but are to weak, sick or restricted to visit Medina, that is a different matter altogether. 
We are only concerned with those people who come back from pilgrimage and actually feel proud that they did not visit Medina. They even go around advertising their miserable deed and justify it according to Shariah, just to show off their limited knowledge or lack of it.
May Allah forgive us and protect us from the Fitna of Satan and his followers. Ameen.
 
