
QUESTION








51        TOPIC : Cinema
Are you allowed to go to the cinema in Ramadan?

ANSWER











51
Islamic law does not allow the general entertainment level in current environment of cinemas. Furthermore the content of films, the issue of free mixing of men and women and the drive towards Non-Islamic concepts makes today’s entertainment films Haram. 
There is a difference in opinion within the Ulema’s regarding watching of films. Some Ulema’s completely ban the idea of watching films where as other Ulema’s allow the watching of films providing they are within certain boundaries. 

We believe that films that are knowledge based, children’s non influential or religious based films can be watched but there should be no free mixing and the purpose should be to gain knowledge of Deen or Duniya. 
The month of Ramadan is blessed and the more ibadaat you can do is better then to indulge in acts that drive you away from the spiritual level of asking for forgiveness from Allah (SWT).

QUESTION








52        TOPIC : Namaz
If a person is reading Farz Namaz and is called to attend an emergency, returning after a few hours. How should he complete his namaz? 
(i.e. from beginning or continue where he left off.)
ANSWER











52
As long as the person returns to prayer within the timing of prayer he should just complete his remaining namaz. Do not leave namaz uncompleted unless it is very important, especially the Farz of the namaz should be performed if the emergency can be delayed just those few minutes.

QUESTION








53        TOPIC : Tharawi Namaz
Can you read Tharawi as four rakats at a time, instead of two?
ANSWER











53
Yes. You can pray Tharawi in sets of two rakats or four rakats. 

The four rakats are treated as Sunnah-e-Gair Muakidah.

The method of reading these are as follows :

After performing the first two rakats, sit down in the Jalsa position. Recite everything all the way to the end ( ie : from Athiyatulillah  up to Yauma ya ku mul hisaab), but do not say salam . Stand up and perform the third and fourth rakats, starting from Subhanakallah at the third rakat, and complete the rest of the namaz as normal. 

QUESTION








54        TOPIC : Tharawi Namaz
Can little people come to Tharawi?
ANSWER











54
Yes. Young people who are able to perform wuzu (the necessary cleaning for praying) and understand namaz are advised to attend mosque. It’s nice for young people to come to the mosque and familiarize themselves with the mosque environment.

To come and attend Tharawi at the mosque is a very good thing to do and is encouraged. 
QUESTION








55        TOPIC : Tharawi Namaz
Can girls read Tharawi in mosque but not read behind the imam ? (Ie: on their own)

ANSWER











55
The whole purpose of attending mosque is to pray in congregation (Jamaat); else it’s better for females to read at home.
It seems bizarre to make the effort of coming to the mosque but still read on your own, loosing the sawab of congregation. 

It is important to point out that Jamaat means to read namaz Tharawi behind the imam but away from the men (i.e.: separate from the men hall).

QUESTION








56        TOPIC : Hijab
Are ladies allowed to go outside with out Hijab and go in front of men?

ANSWER











56

No, women by Islamic law have to do Hijab before they appear in front of men or go outside the house where they become likely to be seen by men. 
The men here are what in Islam we call “Gair Mehram” for a woman.
A Gair Mehram is any man a woman is eligible to marry. A woman in general is allowed to appear before her Mahram’s, that is i.e. her father, brother, husband and so on without Hijab. 

The Islamic cover for a woman is to cover herself fully where only her face, hands and feet can be visible (face from forehead to chin excluding ears all hairs should be covered). 
The material worn must not be transparent (be easy to see through) neither be tight to reveal the woman’s body shape nor reflect colors that are associated with men. 
The Hijab is the top piece covering the head and chest of a woman. While some women wear the Jilbab (long top piece and other wear two piece top and lower garment. The holy Quran “Surah Noor, 4th Rakooh, 3rd Ayah” clearly sets out the rules on how a woman must cover.

QUESTION








57        TOPIC : Namaz
If you get alcoholic solution on your clothes can you read namaz with those clothes on?  Assuming you are working in a hospital environment!

ANSWER











57

Yes you can pray your namaz.

It would be better to know the exact contents of the solutions that you are to come in contact with to see how much alcohol exist in them, to be sure whether they are haraam or not. 
Do be advised that if you can have the time to get changed before praying then do so in order to avoid the doubt. A book called Bahare Shariat P80/81 explains the quantity of alcohol that makes a solution haraam.
If you are still unsure please ask with exact details and Inshallah we will advise accordingly.

QUESTION








58        TOPIC : Namaz
Why do you have to lift up the index finger when reading namaz?
ANSWER











58

It is a Sunnah to lift the index finger (known as finger of Shahadat) at point of laillaha and put it down on illallah. There is difference of opinion on the method in which to do this, some scholars therefore do not practice this Sunnah.

QUESTION








59        TOPIC : Namaz
If you are on your period are you allowed to read namaz?
ANSWER











59

No. You are excused. 
QUESTION








60        TOPIC : Barelvies
The imam at industry road mosque has said that we the so-called “Barelvies” are not worthy of being prayed behind. Why is this?
ANSWER











60

That is his opinion (while in our opinion he is leading you to misguidance).

We are not here to chant slogans or to create conflicts between people. Our mission is to deliver the Janathi Message.
However if he or for that matter anyone else feels that the practices within our Jamaat (Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat) or our institution at Gulzar-e-Habib Mosque are incorrect they are welcome to come along, put it in voice recording or write in to discuss or debate at any level , whether street level or Scholar level. The actual point of why we get called Barelvies has been answered in an earlier question ( See Question 7 ).

QUESTION








61        TOPIC : Hair
Can men use shavers under their arms?
ANSWER











61

The purpose is to remove the hair as in accordance to carry out a Sunnah, hence keeping the body clean. You may use any method to remove the hair that you find easy.

QUESTION








62        TOPIC : Salaam
Why do we give salaam when we enter the house?
ANSWER











62

This is Sunnah. Rasoolallah (S.A.W) has said, “When you enter your house say Asalaam alai kum wa-rahmatulahi wa-barakatuhu to those who are present” and in another reference the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said “If the house is empty say Asalaamu alaika ayuhan nabi”. Hence to say salaam to those who are present or if the house is empty to send salaam on the Prophet (S.A.W) is a Sunnah.

QUESTION








63        TOPIC : Abortion

If you have been raped can you have an abortion?
ANSWER











63

No you are not allowed to have an abortion. 

This is a complex issue, but the point to understand is that Allah (SWT) is creator of life, the method and situation may be wrong and indeed the man doing the rape is punishable but the child has no crime in it. 

The view of Islamic law is not to have abortion unless it is harmful to mother to give birth (i.e. she will lose her own life). The reason that a woman became pregnant by being raped does not allow for her to abort the pregnancy.

It is difficult in today’s society to accept this fact as our minds have become servant of our environments rather then the obedience of Allah (SWT) and we seek the easiest solution (in our mind) to every problem.  
There is a difference of opinion amongst Ulemas on this topic.
QUESTION








64        TOPIC : Christmas Dinner

Can you attend Christmas dinner if invited? Or attend Christmas celebration or party on works invitation?
ANSWER











64

Yes, you can have a meal with fellow work colleague in their festive or religious celebrations, but you must avoid the things prohibited by Islam (i.e. Haraam food, drink, environment, free mixing, and music and so on). 
Do not segregate yourself from society, practice your Deen and create its awareness to others around you. You never know through you Allah (SWT) may decide to guide a non-believer.

QUESTION








65        TOPIC : Namaz

If you do not know how to follow the imam can you read normally as you do at home?

ANSWER











65

There is nothing difficult about reading namaz behind the imam.

What you need to remember is that whilst reading in Jamaat, after reading Sub-ha-na kallah up to gairuk, you are required to remain quite and simply follow the imam, as you would do when reading at home.

The full methods of reading namaz can be found in all namaz books.
QUESTION








66        TOPIC : Music

Is it a sin or Haraam to go to the cinema or listen to music?
ANSWER











66

This depends on the context of what is being listened too or watched. But the general environment of the cinema is prohibited from the view of Islamic law (Shariah). 
The term music is very open, if we use this as educational or that music with which we praise Allah (SWT) and His Beloved Rasool (S.A.W) (Qawali, Naat’s) then that is permissible. (It is also important to note that there are certain qawalis available today which portray Islam but have Indian type film themes, these are not allowed to be listen to, as they listeners concentration is directed more towards the song, rather than the Islamic words)
Do remember that any music that drives you away from your beliefs and weakens your Iman is prohibited. This is majority of the current bollywood music bhangra or the English hip-hop, rap and other music forms that have very non-Islamic themes and lyrics. At times these music tracks contradict the basic belief in Allah (SWT) and his rules that we believe in as Muslims.

QUESTION








67        TOPIC : Akeeka

When a child is born why do we do akeeka? And why do we sacrifice 2 goats for a girl and 1 for a boy?

ANSWER











67
Correction. 2 goats are sacrificed for a boy and 1 goat for girl.

Aqeeqah is Sunnah mustahibah for both, boy and girl. Two goats are sacrificed on the birth of a son and one on the birth of a daughter (Ahmad and Tirmizi). This does not imply preference of a boy over a girl but this is because the Noble Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe Wasallam) had done it.

QUESTION








68        TOPIC : Family Issues
My husbands mother and father have come from Pakistan. Since they arrived until now I have been respecting them and treating them like my own parents. In fact I have not been to see my own parents for three months just to keep my husband happy. However despite this my mother in law has constantly been unhappy. I think she misses Pakistan and has been miserable. I have been just normal and have always tried to create a happy environment in the home. Yesterday my mother in law told my husband that she did not want to live here anymore and she was feeling depressed. My husband got angry. It was then decided that they would go back to Pakistan. Because of this my husband began to feel upset and started to argue with me for no apparent reason. He refused food and drink that was cooked by me and did not speak to me. 

This morning he started to speak to me in a horrible manner but despite all this I had the strength to read namaz, Quran, look after my son and come to work this morning. Since we have got married if my husbands family are unhappy he always takes it out on me. Whereas I have never complained about anything and thank Allah for everything we have. Please can you please recommend a Dua/Surat/Kalaam that I should read..

ANSWER











68

Dear sister you have experienced a very difficult time, May Allah give you saber and strength to get through such period. 
Please try to read “Ya Wa Du Du” (Allah’s sifat (name)) as often as possible. And ask for your righteous duas from Allah asawajal. Inshallah you will benefit from it.
Reading Ya Wa Du Du increases love between husband and wife, also read Darood Shareef with regularity this brings uncountable blessing into your life.

QUESTION








69        TOPIC : Fasting
If you vomit does your roza break?

ANSWER











69

If you vomit it does not break your fast unless you do it intentionally. Bear in mind that do not swallow the vomit back in as this will break the fast.

QUESTION








70        TOPIC : Wuzu
If you be sick does your wuzu break?
ANSWER











70

Yes your wuzu is broken even if you vomit unintentionally.

QUESTION








71        TOPIC : Meat

I am a nurse and I have to touch all kinds of meat. Is this allowed even whilst wearing gloves?

ANSWER











71

Its is permissible for you to handle any type of meats providing there is no other alternative available . I would also suggest you to covey to your supervisor/ manager that as a Muslim you would prefer not to deal with non halal food if possible. It is advisable if possible to avoid touching haraam food, even though both the provider and consumer of the food see no harm in it.

QUESTION








72        TOPIC : Istiqara
Assalamualaikum. I want the solution for my sister problem? She married in 1999, and has a 6 year old child. Due to problems within the relationship the couple split up. After 6 months of separation we found out that her husband has passed away. My questions to Hafiz Saab is, is it in the kismath of my sister to remarry ? If the answer is yes, then how long will it be before a proposal is put to her? And finally will my nephew who is 6 years old be accepted by her new husband ? Please I request you to send me the feedback by doing isthikara I am grateful to you. Allah aapkou is kam ka savab aatha fermaye. Ameen Allah hafiz.
ANSWER











72

Ask the imam service is intended for providing the solutions for peoples Shari Masail. Unfortunately we do not provide istiqara as a service. Please contact other sources such as Qtv Istiqara program.

QUESTION








73        TOPIC : Ghusl
What is the dua for ghusl ?

ANSWER











73

Please view our section on how to do Ghusl. There is no dua to be read during Ghusl.

QUESTION








74        TOPIC : Fasting

I have been told by members of my family that as I have recently given birth to a beautiful baby boy, I am not allowed to reuse the clothing that I have used for the first forty days of giving birth. Could you please tell me does this have any Islamic significant?

ANSWER











74
There is no significance of this from Islamic point of view as long as the clothes are washed they are clean for reuse. Hence the first forty days clothes are no different to any other time.

QUESTION








75        TOPIC : Learning other Beliefs 

Can Muslims learn the beliefs of other religions, purely for the basis of gaining knowledge?

ANSWER











75

Yes, it helps to understand other religious beliefs, but you must not practice their acts.

Learning about other beliefs will stengthen ones own and will assist in debating. 

QUESTION








76        TOPIC : Ghusl

Whilst giving ghusl to a deceased woman, can other woman be present there who are in the state of impurity (i.e.: period days)?
ANSWER











76

There is no problem with women being present, whilst on their period days.
QUESTION








77        TOPIC : Kafan

Could the imam Saab please tell me how many pieces of cloth are required as Kafan for both male and female?

ANSWER











77

Kafan is prepared from 3 pieces for a man and 5 for woman.
QUESTION








78        TOPIC : Karahee

In households when a child is born the karahee is done. Is this Farz, Sunnah etc?

ANSWER











78
The karahee has no Shari recognition, however if you are doing this for a dua (as a thanks giving or something you had said you will do at a birth), then that is fine. Remember it’s not a Sunnah hence we are encouraged to refrain from creating such traditions which have no base in Islam. However to make a dua or ehsal-e-sawab acts are rather encouraged.
QUESTION








79        TOPIC : Haram

If you eat or drink something and then later find out it was haram. Do you need to perform a kafara as a punishment? If so what?

ANSWER











79
No there is not a kafara for it, but take care from such things and as soon as you realise that this is happening then to stop eating that item (if in your mouth then spit it out rather then swallowing it). Generally take care from such things.
QUESTION








80        TOPIC : Blood Donor

Is it possible to be a blood donor?

ANSWER











80
Yes. The Holy Quran says “that one who helps one life is helping whole humanity”. From this base this act of donation is fine, and it is at the donor’s will and should not be for financial benefit and also not harming donor’s health.
However some Ulema’s disagree on this subject. Allah (SWT) knows best.
QUESTION








81        TOPIC : Ziba of Animals

Why do Muslims need to slit the throat of the cattle (bleed to death) to make it halal, why not read the takbeer and stun, shoot, or stab the animal instead?
ANSWER











81
The method is to cut the throat as in accordance with the Sunnah. This is how we have been taught by Our Beloved Prophet (S.A.W) to slaughter animals to make them halal. It is a command from Allah (SWT).

QUESTION








82        TOPIC : Ziba of Animals

What if you slit the throat of an animal for ziba, and after it dies you realise that you forgot to say the takbeer. Are you allowed to eat the animal?
ANSWER











82
If the person slaughtering forgot but his intension was to make the animal halal then that is halal. Remember to deliberately not read the takbeer, or to omit it and cut the animal’s throat makes the animal haraam, hence it’s essential to say the takbeer.

QUESTION








83        TOPIC : Sneezing

When you sneeze, should you say Shukar alhamdulillah , or just alhamdulillah ?

ANSWER











83

The word Shukar mean thanks, and alhamdulillah mean all praises be to Allah (SWT), 
hence the two don’t and can’t mix.
The Islamic teaching is to say alhamdulillah (the person who sneezed), the people listening to someone sneezing say Yarhamakallah and the sneezing person replies to them by yahdi kumullah.
QUESTION








84        TOPIC : Hazrat Khizer (Ale his salaam) 
Who is / was Hazrat Khizer (Ale his salaam)?
ANSWER











84
There is a difference of opinion amongst the Ulema’s on this as some Ulema’s refer to them as a Prophet of Allah (SWT) whilst other regard Hazrat Khizer (AS) as an Awliya (Wali Allah).
QUESTION








85        TOPIC : Burying the Deceased 

Why are Muslims not allowed to cremate the deceased?
ANSWER











85
The method to all religions is to bury the dead, except those who have taken humanly wishes as their method rather then what God has prescribed. So burying the dead is a method prescribed by every god sent religion and Muslims hence follow the Islamic ruling on it. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said “the body must be treated with respect after death” any method of disposal of the deceased other then burial is not kind to the body.
QUESTION








86        TOPIC : Sin 

Telling tales/ back biting is a grave sin, but is using abusive language i.e. swearing, offensive remarks etc a sin or just not a nice to hear?
ANSWER











86

Anything which is offensives to a person is prohibited in Islam.

The Holy Quran says “Allah’s disgust be on the liars”. (Surah ale-Imran). This shows acts that are displeasing to others whether lying, swearing, or abusive language, are not something that pleases Allah (SWT). Therefore refrain from such acts.
QUESTION








87        TOPIC : Using Numbers

Why are some words represented by numbers, how is it worked out? I.e. 786 , 92 + see last page of Qaeda yasar-quran.
ANSWER











87
This is an abbreviate numeric form of the Arabic representation of the words. This started in the latter times and developed by scholars in the Baghdad Era.
QUESTION








88        TOPIC : Spilling of Salt

I have been told that when a person spills salt on the ground, then on the Day of Judgment that person will be asked to pick it up by his eye lashes. Is this true, if so why this punishment?
ANSWER











88

This particular reference has not passed before me. Spilling any food, salt or other is not a good act. We have to be thankful to Allah (SWT) for what we have. Regarding the punishment, I haven’t read it anywhere of such punishment. However we shouldn’t misuse the provisions Allah (SWT) has provided us with, so we should refrain from undesirable acts.
QUESTION








89        TOPIC :  Women Cutting their Hair

Why are girls not allowed to cut their hair? If it’s to do with hair being their zeenat as beards are for men, then why can woman not trim their hair?

ANSWER











89

For the woman she can make her hair tidy by combing them, but not allowed to cut them while men have that permission to cut or trim their hair and beard. Also a female has to cover her hair with hijab. It states in a Hadith that “Allah SWT’s disgust be on women who replicate men, and men who replicate women” in any form. 
QUESTION








90        TOPIC : Hatham 

My grandfather passed away many years ago, and every year we do his salana hatham (hatham every year). We call the local imam and the male family members sit down and read Quran and then say a due for him along with all the family members who have deceased. Then food is served.

The two questions I would like answering are: 

1.    Is this dua accepted when food is presented in front of the gathering before the dua is said? (i.e.: can we put food down in front of people and say dua), and 

2.   The woman cook all the food all day long , but when it comes to the actual dua, the men only say it, my question regards to this is, can the woman also join the dua in raising their hands providing they are in a separate room and don’t mix with the men but can hear the dua being read?

ANSWER











90

Firstly there is nothing wrong with placing food in front of a gathering before dua is said, and secondly the women can and indeed should participate; both men and women have to make duas in according to Islam, so women should not be deprived from participating in any dua, as long as they are separate from the ghair mehrams.
QUESTION








91        TOPIC : Visiting The Graveyard

Is it allowed for Muslims to go to the graveyard after Asr to pay their respects 
to the deceased ? This is because I have often heard people say that you are 
not allowed to go to the graveyard after Nawaa'sha (Magrib).

ANSWER











91

Yes you are allowed to go.

QUESTION








92        TOPIC : Disposing of Islamic Litreture

We have alot of Islamic literature in our house which have Quranic writing or Islamic pictures on them. As we cannot dispose them in the bin, what should we do with them?
ANSWER











92

You can either bury them or dispose them in flowing water. It is not allowed to dispose them in the bin as this form of disposal is disrespectful to the holy text.

QUESTION








93        TOPIC : Hatham on Thursdays

We say hatham on Thursdays at our house. We find that generally speaking, the men in the house are at work till late and we are unable to say the hatham. 

Can the women say the hatham instead?

ANSWER











93

Yes, Esahl-e-Sawab is something that has no gender restrictions. So yes a hatham can be said by either a man or a woman.

QUESTION








94        TOPIC : Hatham on Thursdays 

I have been told that the hatham we give on Thursdays must be done before Magrib namaz. Is this true? Further more if one is unable to do the hatham before this time then does that mean we cannot say it at all? 

ANSWER











94

Dua can be said at anytime, The time of magrib is the change of the Islamic day and that is when the angels change duty, hence some people like to say it on Thursday hence they try to complete before the end of the day, however the sawab of the hatham is not time restricted.
QUESTION








95        TOPIC : Ghusl

If a married couple have intercourse and ghusl is Farz on them. Can the couple 
perform ghusl in the morning or should they perform it straight after?

ANSWER











95

When you become impure, it recommended that you perform Ghusl as soon as you can. 

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said that a house in which a impure person or dog is present the angel of mercy will not enter that house. (The Sunnah Volume 2 Page 167 Hadith from Abu Dawud).
QUESTION








96        TOPIC : Ghusl 

Can I as a mother feed my children or family food even though I am in the state that I need to do ghusl? (i.e. after intercourse).
ANSWER











96

This is similar to the earlier question. Only if it is absolutely necessary then serving food is permitted (but its against good manners). If time restricts ie the children have to go to school etc then atleast perform wudu. 
Ulemas of sufism say : in such a house where an impure person is , it suffers from bad effects/deeds. 

QUESTION








97        TOPIC : Azaan

When a child is born, why do we say Azaan in his/her right ear and ikhamath in their left ear?

ANSWER











97

Ijma of Ulema have said that this process means that the Azaan is the welcome to this world and the ikamat a reminder of death, to remind the new born that the time on earth is short. The process of azaan and ikamat is such that they follow one another.
The first voice that should be said in the childs ear is the name of Allah (SWT).
QUESTION








98        TOPIC : Learning Quran 

In Pakistan there is an understanding amongst the villagers that, if a husband is illiterate in Arabic but the wife can read the Quran, the husband will not learn how to read Quran from his wife as they believe that in doing so the wife will become his usthad (teacher). In doing so they will not be able to honour the respect for her as a teacher and a wife.

ANSWER











98

It is a Hadith of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) that “Obtain knowledge from cradle to grave”. The rights of both wife and teacher have no conflict, hence learning from wife may be easier as they already know one another and will not have any fear. Ther is no issue in learning from your wife.
QUESTION








99        TOPIC : Ghusl

Why is it necessary for the person who is giving ghusl to the deceased to perform ghusl himself/herself after completion?

ANSWER











99

It is not necessary, as your ghusl does not break if you perform ghusl on the deceased.

QUESTION








100        TOPIC : Namaz

If you are reading namaz and a young child stands on or walks across the prayer mat, is your namaz broken?

ANSWER











100
No, this does not break the namaz. 










