QUESTION




       851   TOPIC : Bleeding Gums

I suffer with bleeding gums. Will my Fast break if I swallow the blood as I do not know when they are bleeding as it is not continuous?

ANSWER   




      851

In these circumstances, your Fast will break. 

The Fast will be Kaza and has to be kept again. There is no Kafarah in this case.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       852   TOPIC : 12 Imams

Please explain the Imamath of the 12 Imams as their is confusion within the Ahle-Sunnah Wal Jammah regarding the Imams after Imam Hussain ibne Ali (R.A). 

ANSWER   




      852

Please refer to Q850 on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       853   TOPIC : Newborns

Please can you kindly advice me when a boy is born people most Pakistani people will distribute mithai (Indian sweets) but when a daughter is born they seem to be a not distributing the same for a daughter when she is born.
Is that right? To treat the two very differently from a very young age from un Islamic point of views- aren’t we all suppose to be equal and can you please shed some light as to where this tradition has come from? Is it from the Hindu community who are known for killing female foetus before the birth-ancestral? 

ANSWER   




      853

It is deplorable to hear that there are some Muslims who still react differently when a son is born and when a daughter is born. This attitude is totally against the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to extreme lengths to teach us that a daughter is a great blessing from Allah (S.W.T)   just as a son is. 
This attitude of prejudice is not from the Hindus. The Pagan Arabs were known to react differently to the birth of a son and the birth of a daughter. In fact, they would often bury their daughters alive in shame. 


Our religion teaches us to rejoice and thank Allah (S.W.T)  when blessed with a favour. Certainly, a new addition in the family is an occasion where we should rejoice, thank Allah (S.W.T)  and share our happiness with our friends and relatives. But we should do this on equal terms, son or daughter. 


In the Qur’an, Allah (S.W.T)  describes how the pregnant wife of Imran (peace be upon him) vowed that her child would be dedicated to the worship of Allah. She was expecting a son but instead Maryam (peace be upon her) was born. She kept her vow and left Maryam in the service of Allah (S.W.T). Maryam went on to become the mother of a famous Prophet and a Waliyya in her own right. 

This shows that gender is not important. Both can excel to be great servants of Allah (S.W.T). 

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)
QUESTION




       854   TOPIC : Anger

My nephew is only 15 years of age. He can not control his anger (GHUSA). 

Due to this my sister is always upset. Could you please tell me any AAYAT of QURAN to calm him down when he becomes angry? He tries to hit his brothers when he becomes angry. We are very upset. Please help and advise us
ANSWER   




      854

In the Holy Qur’an, Allah Almighty describes the pious (Muttaqun) in great detail in Surah Ale Imran. He states, 


‘And march forth in the way which leads forth to forgiveness from your Lord, and for paradise which is wide as the skies and earth. It has been prepared for the Muttaqun. Those who spend in prosperity and adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men. And Allah loves the good-doers.’

Two points are worthy of mention regarding this verse.  Firstly, controlling anger is the description of the pious believers, for whom Allah (S.W.T)  has created paradise. 

Secondly, Allah (S.W.T)  did not say ‘those who stop their anger’ but ‘repress their anger’ or keep it under control. In other words, Islam acknowledges that humans by nature all have some anger in them. It cannot be eradicated completely. 

Elsewhere in the Qur’an, Allah (S.W.T)  praises the Companions who are ‘harsh on the infidels, compassionate between themselves.’ (Surah Fath, verse 29) So anger (in the right cause) can sometimes be good. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) described anger as a fire, and in the way fire is extinguished with water, an angry person should drink water immediately. If he is standing, he should be ordered to sit down. If he is sitting then he should lie down. He should also do Wudhu. 


(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)
QUESTION




           855   TOPIC : Cleanliness 

I wanted to know whether it is permissible for a woman to use a razor to remove hair from her body (for her husband as a means of beautification). Can a razor be used or does it have to be removed by other means? I want to know whether a woman is allowed to use a razor.
ANSWER   




          855

There are no direct guidelines on what instrument can be used for the sake of hair 
removal. As long as the method is safe and hygienic it is permissible. 

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)
QUESTION




           856   TOPIC : Running towards the Mosque for Salah
I have recently been told that you should not run towards the mosque to perform Salah. My question is that can you run towards the mosque for prayer, for fear of missing part of the prayer?

ANSWER   




      





856

It is important to remember that Namaz should be read with concentration and good composure. When a person runs to the mosque and joins the congregation he may be out of breath (causing him to lose concentration) and/or may perspire, causing discomfort to himself and others. 

It is mentioned in many AHadith that one should walk towards the mosque and not run. A Hadith that comes to mind is listed below.
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (R.A) has reported the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) as saying "When a prayer has begun (in the mosque), do not come running to it. But, come peacefully. Pray what you get (with the congregation) and what you have missed, complete it."  
(Bukhari Shareef 908, Muslim Shareef 602, Ibn e Majah 725, Ahmed 7234, Abu Dawud 572, Nisai 857)
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
	QUESTION




       857   TOPIC : Women’s Role Towards Her Husband 
I am about to marry my Muslim fiance in a ceremony with an imam in Turkey......
I would like to know the roles of a husband and wife....would my husband be right in not allowing me to do certain things or go certain places? Do I have the same rights on him?

I have started to read the Quran and am trying to learn more. I was raised as a Christian and obviously know about my religion I need more understanding of his.

AND… I just wanted to clarify what a woman's role is in a marriage.


Am I right in saying that her priorities should be being a good wife and mother? 
But, if she has no children, what constitutes being a good wife? 

Traditionally people would assume this means cooking and cleaning etc for the husband.  But did the Prophet (S.A.W) not do this for himself? Also, if she is working, is it acceptable for her husband to help her?

ANSWER 





  




   857

In order to answer your question, I have depended on the brilliant response given by Sheikh Jibril Haddad, a Syrian Scholar, on what the wife’s basic rights are regarding the husband. 
Though the response concentrates on the wife’s basic rights, you will appreciate the role of both husband and wife from it. He writes:
‘A Wife's Basic Rights Regarding Her Husband's Behaviour.’ NOTE: This is distinct from her other rights regarding living expenditures, housing, clothing, and education of children. And from Allah comes all success.


1. The first and worthiest condition of marriage to be fulfilled by the husband is to "keep the promise or promises he made to the wife at the time he married her." This is an order of the Prophet (S.A.W according to the Hadith: "Ahaqqu al-Shuruti an Tufu Bihi Ma Astahlaltum Bihi Min al-Furuj"


2. He cannot order her to do anything that is against religion. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "No obedience is due to creatures in disobedience of the Creator" (La ta`atan Li Makhluqin Fi Ma`siyat al-Khaliq).


3. He must exercise patience and be prepared to listen to her advice in every situation. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) listened to the advice of his wives in matters ranging from the smallest to the greatest.


4. If she invites him to wake up and perform the late night prayer, it is praiseworthy for him to do so and vice-versa. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for such people: "May Allah grant mercy to a man who gets up at night and prays, and wakes up his wife, and if she refuses, he sprinkles water in her face; may Allah grant mercy to a woman who gets up at night and prays, and wakes up her husband, and if he refuses, she sprinkles water in his face."


5. He must respect her and pay attention to her needs so that she will respect him and pay attention to his.


6. He must control his passions and act in a moderate manner especially in the context of sexual intercourse. Remember that Allah has placed between you and her "friendship and mercy" (Mawadda Wa Rahma), not the gratification of your every lust; and that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) advised young men to marry "because it casts down the gaze and walls up the genitals," not in order to stimulate sexual passions. The husband should habitually seek refuge in Allah before approaching his wife and say: "O Allah, ward off the Satan from us and ward him off from what you have bestowed upon us in the way of children" (Allahumma Jannibna al-Shaytana Wa Jannibhu Ma Razaqtana). Allah has called each spouse a garment for the other (2:187), and the purpose of garments is decency. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) further said that he who marries for the sake of decency and modesty (`Afaf), Allah has enjoined upon Himself to help him.


7. He must never ever divulge the secrets of the household and those of the married couple.


8. He must strive with sincerity to acquire her trust, and seek her welfare in all the actions that pertain to her.

9. He must treat her generously at all times. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said that the best gift or charity (Sadaqah) is that spent on one's wife.


10. If she works outside the house, it is praiseworthy for the husband to hire house help to relieve her from too heavy a burden. The wife's duties do not require her to feed her child, nor even to nurse it, nor to clean nor cook. It is the husband's duty to provide a nursemaid, food for older children, and servants to clean and cook. However, if the wife does those things out of mercy and love, it is a gift to the husband on her part.


11. He must avoid excessive jealousy and remember that Allah is also jealous that he himself not commit. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Do not be excessively jealous of your wife lest evil be hurled at her on your account" (La Tukthir al-Gheerata `ala Ahlika Fa Turama Bi al-Su'i Min Ajlik) and he said: "Allah is jealous and the believer is jealous; and Allah's jealousy is that the believer should not go to that which Allah has forbidden for him" (Inna Allaha Yagharu Wa al Mu'minu Yagharu wa Gheerat Allahi in Ya'tiya al-Mu'minu ma Harrama `Alayhi).


12. He must protect her honour and not place her in situations where it is compromised or belittled. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said that Allah will not ever let him enter Paradise who cares little who shares his wife's privacy. This includes the husband's brother, uncle, and nephew, let alone non-related friends, neighbours, and complete strangers.


13. He must exercise patience and forgiveness in the case of disagreement or dispute, and not rush to divorce. The declaration of divorce is a grave matter indeed, and the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Of permitted matters the most loathsome before Allah is divorce" (Abgh`ad al-Halal `ind Allah al-Talaq).
In another Hadith he said that divorce is so grave that because of it Allah's throne is made to shake. He said: "The best intercession [i.e. intervention of a third party] is that which brings back together the husband and the wife." Womanizing -- divorce for the purpose of marrying another woman out of sexual attraction incurs Allah's curse according to the Hadith: "Allah's curse is on the womanizing, divorcing man" (La`ana Allahu Kulla Dhawwaaqin Mutallaaq). Finally, even in the midst of and after divorce, Allah has prescribed kindness upon the man: "(After pronouncing divorce) she must be retained in honour or released in kindness" (2:228).


14. He must not dwell on what he dislikes in his wife, but on what he likes.


15. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Do not beat your wife." He also said: "Do not strike your wife in the face." The expiation for striking one's slave in the face is to set him or her free on the spot, but what expiation is there for striking one's wife? The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) condemned the man who beats his wife in the day and then approaches her at night. And to beat her to the extent of inflicting serious injury is enough grounds for her to obtain divorce from the judge.


16. Caring for one's wife's sexual fulfilment is an obligation of religion. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) warned against rushing to gratify one's pleasure and forgetting that of one's wife. He also disliked that the husband should quickly withdraw from his wife afterwards, as it is a strain upon the wife. If she asks for intercourse, he should not refuse.


Conclusion 

These are only some of the basic duties of the husband in Islam. The state of marriage is part of one's adherence to the Sunnah and an exalted state of life indeed. 
In the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), it permits one to meet Allah "pure and cleansed" (Tahiran Mutahharan). One's behaviour towards one's wife is the measure of the perfection of one's belief as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "The most complete of the believers in his belief is he who perfects his manners, and the best of you in manners are those who act best towards their wives." 
Marriage must be approached with utmost seriousness, entered with the purest intent, and cultivated religiously as it does not come cheaply and it carries immense reward. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) called it "his way" (Al-Nikahu Sunnati) and "half of religion" and he also said: "Two Rakats (prayer-cycles) of the married person are better than seventy Rakats of the unmarried." He also warned that among the greatest of responsibilities that had been placed upon men is that pertaining to the treatment of their wives.


(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       858   TOPIC : Fasting
If you are Fasting and whilst praying Salah you prostrate a little springy bit from the carpet enters your mouth or a piece of little hair, and then goes down your throat. Does it break your Fast, even though it was accidental?

ANSWER 





  




  858

No your Fast will not break.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       859   TOPIC : Sexual Intercourse

I would like to know what becomes Napak (Unclean) after sexual intercourse or foreplay. It is clear that after sexual intercourse or foreplay both men and women would have to perform Ghusl to become Pak (Clean), but until Ghusl is performed do we consider items we wear or touch become Napak as well?

An example in my mind is that after intercourse I wear clothing which are clean/new. Then I perform Ghusl, am I permitted to wear the same clothing after Ghusl? can I perform Namaz, pray Quran etc thereafter.
ANSWER   




      859

Thank you for an important question. 

After sexual intercourse, the couple are required to perform the ritual bath as you have pointed out. The clothing only needs to be cleaned if there is impurity (semen etc.) on them. A person does not have to clean them purely and only on the basis that they were worn during the intercourse. 

So to answer your question, you can wear the same clothing after the bath if you know that no impurities are on the clothes. 
(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       860   TOPIC : Nafs

Is there any Ayah you can read which helps you control your Nafs from pride?

ANSWER   




      860
These feelings are from the Shaitan (Devil).

When you feel pride entering the heart, you should recite :

Astaghfirullaha Rabbi Min Kulli Zambin Wa Atoobu Elehy.
(I seek forgiveness from Allah, my Lord, from every sin I committed)
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar) 

QUESTION




       861   TOPIC : Mizaar
I believe that to ask Waseela of the pious and visit their Mizaar is a good practice and should be encouraged. The only thing I need clarifying is that I have seen in many places people place or tie scarf’s / cloths etc on trees (Urdu : Bore) where once pious personalities used to sit (i.e. : baeytak). Is this a good practice to do?

ANSWER   




      
861
You should refrain from this practice. It is better to say Fateha (Esale Sawab) for the personalities. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       862   TOPIC : Unable to Fast
If a person is ill and can not keep any of the Fast in the month of Ramadan, what should he do? Does he pay for two meals or just one per day? How much does he have to pay in pounds or if he sends money to Pakistan, should he pay in pounds or rupees?

ANSWER   




      
862
Firstly, he can wait until Allah (S.W.T) grants him recovery and he can then make up the Fasts. 

Secondly, if the illness is of a permanent nature, then he can make up for the Fasts through the means of paying Fidya. This is done by feeding the poor for each Fast missed.

The calculation made for each Fast missed will be for 2 meals per day. 

(i.e.: 4 Fasts missed will result in providing 8 meals to the poor and needy)

It is important to be aware that the meals that are worked out or provided, should be similar to the ones that the person missing the Fast normally consumes on a day to day basis. Then it is his choice as to whether to feed the poor in the residing country or send the money to any other country of his choice.

The currency and expense should be worked out from whichever country that person is residing in. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       863   TOPIC : Adhan
Can a person who has no or very small beard say the Azaan on Jummah or any other Namaz?

ANSWER   




      
863
Adhan will be accepted, but it is Taqwa tul Hasna (best practice) for the Muezzin 
(Caller of the Adhan) to abide by Shariah, i.e. to have a fist full of beard in length. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       864   TOPIC : Forgiveness of Sin 

I have done a big sin. I had sexual intercourse with my wife after the child birth of 5th day itself, I didn't wait for 40 days completion. I don’t know what to do. 

I pray to Allah (S.W.T) to forgive me sin. I kindly request you to suggest me what are the steps I have to take, in order to be forgiven from Allah (S.W.T).

ANSWER   




      864
Allah (S.W.T) says in the Holy Quran that I will forgive all Sins except Shirk (polytheism – associating partners with Allah S.W.T). Therefore if one repents sincerely (Taubah Tun Nasuh) and keeps away from this Sin, Inshallah he will find Allah’s (S.W.T) mercy, and forgiveness. And Allah (S.W.T) knows best.
It is also recommended to give some Sadaqah.

For further references please refer to Q537, Q484 and Q675 on our website. 
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       865   TOPIC : Yawning 

When someone yawns during Namaz should they use the back of their right hand or left?
ANSWER   




      865
In the Al Qayyam position one should use the back of his right hand; else whilst in any other position the back of the left hand should be used. 

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W)  said, `If someone yawns in Salah he should prevent it as much as possible because Satan enters the mouth`. (Sahih Muslim, P413)

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       866   TOPIC : Fajr Namaz
Could you clarify until what time can you read Fajr Namaz? I always thought it 
was until sunrise until recently where I was told by a few people you can read it before 8am or 12pm. Which one is true?

ANSWER   




      866
Fajr Namaz can be read up to the time of sunrise. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       867   TOPIC : Marriage
I have been married for two years now but me and my husband have not had sexual intercourse. This is due to an illness he is experiencing. 
My friends and family have told me recently that if sexual intercourse between a married couple does not occur within the first three months of their marriage, their Nikah becomes invalid. Is this true? And also is there any Quranic Ayat or AHadith which can help my husband with his difficulty?

ANSWER   




      867
The above understanding is incorrect. Your Nikah does not break.

With regard to the illness your husband is facing, what we would advise is that you contact us explaining the problem your husband is experience. Inshallah we will further advice you husband, in relation to his illness. 

The response should be made in the same way you have asked this question, through the “Ask the Imam” Facility.

For your added piece of mind, your response will not be placed on the website, for public viewing. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       868   TOPIC : Food
Apart from fish, can we eat 'Crab' meat and 'Prawns'?

ANSWER   




      868
Please refer to Question 553 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       869   TOPIC : Brushing Teeth
As Ramadan is Approaching Insha'Allah, I Wanted To Know, Just Before Closing Your Fast, Is It Permissible to use 'Toothbrush & Toothpaste'. The Reason Being, I Have Recently Heard That, There are Chemicals Left Over After using it. If Not, What are The Alternatives? Jazak'Allah.

ANSWER   




      869
Yes you are allowed to brush your teeth using toothpaste just before closing your Fast.

Another alternative to this is to use Miswaak (Which is also the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)).  

There are many benefits of using Miswaak, but one of the greatest benefits is that the tongue will recite the Kalimah at the time of death.

Here are a few more benefits of using the Miswaak: 
· Miswaak (Original Not Flavoured) can also be used whilst in the state of Fast
· Salah performed after using Miswaak, is seventy times more virtuous than salaat performed without using Miswaak. 
· Eliminates bad odour and improves the sense of taste

· Sharpens the Memory and the Intelligence

· Is a cure for headaches

· Strengthens the eye-sight
· Assists in the process of Digestion etc….

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       870   TOPIC : Nafil
Can you read any Nafil after Fajr Farz Jamaat? Or do I wait about 20-30 mins 
after Sunrise.

ANSWER   




      870
The Makrooh Times for performing Namaz are when the sun is rising or setting and at exactly midday. Therefore No Nafl Namaz can be performed whilst the sun is rising. Nafl can be read approx 20 mins after Fajr Time has finished.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       871   TOPIC : Masturbation
I want to ask about Masturbation is it Haraam?

ANSWER   




      871
Masturbation in Islam is forbidden.
Please refer to similar questions: Q121, Q699 and Q704.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       872   TOPIC : Seerah Books
According to The Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat Beliefs, can you recommend any relevant 'Seerah' Books (in English) of The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him), as there are many out there in the market, that focus the obvious, and I would like to buy one which touches on i.e. Noor of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) according to our Aqeeda etc.

ANSWER   




      872
Two books that spring to mind are: 
1. Muhammed (S.A.W), The Prophet of Islam by Allama Abdul Mustafa Aazmi. 
(Ahsanul Ulama Publications)
2. Zia un Nabi (S.A.W),  Life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by Pir Karam Shah Al Azhari (R.A). 

(There are 4 volumes in English and 7 volumes in Urdu) 

This books are well documented and easy to understand. A must read. 
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       873   TOPIC : Ghusl
I have a question regarding Ghusl on Friday. I normally take a shower everyday after work which is around 5pm. So do I have to take another one just before Jummah, even that I have already done Ghusl on Thursday?
ANSWER   




      873
Performing the Ghusl on Fridays for Jummah is a practice which our Prophet Muhammed (S.A.W) used to do. Hence to perform Ghusl on Friday before Jummah is Sunnah not Fard (providing you are not in need of Ghusl). 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       874   TOPIC : Tharawi
When is it appropriate to perform Tharawi and how many Rakats is it.

ANSWER   




      874
Tharawi Prayer is Sunnah Muakkadah, and is performed in the month of Ramadan. 

The prescribed time of offering Tharawi Prayer begins after Isha Prayer time has started and lasts till the dawn of Fajr. It is generally prayed before the Witr Prayer of Isha Namaz.

It is the belief of the vast majority of Muslims that there are Twenty Rakats of Tharawi Prayer. This is also proved by AHadith. 

Muslims in all Islamic countries have been and are offering Twenty Rakats of Tharawi since the time of Ameerul Mumineen Farooque e Azam (R.A).

Twenty Rakats of Tharawi are offered, in pairs of Two Rakats. A break (to sit and rest) after every Four Rakats equal to the period in which four Rakats are offered is, Mustahab (Commendable).

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       875   TOPIC : Junbi
What does Junbi mean?

ANSWER   




      875
He who is in need of Ghusl is referred to as Junbi. Junbi meaning polluted. 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       876   TOPIC : Marriage
Can Nikah be done in the months between Eid-ul Fitr and Eid-ul Adha?
 

ANSWER   




      876

In Hanafi Fiqh, there is no restriction to prevent people from performing Nikah between the months of Shawwal and Zul-Hajj. In fact, there are very few such restrictions in Islam. 

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       877   TOPIC : Sneezing
When sneezing why can we not say "Shukar" Allhumdulillah? Why only Allhum Dulillah?

ANSWER   




      877

The word Shukar mean thanks, and Alhamdulillah mean all praises be to Allah (S.W.T), hence the two don’t and can’t mix. It is referred in Islamic teachings that when a person sneezes, he/she should say Alhamdulillah.

Please also refer to Question 83.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       878   TOPIC : Ghusl
What is the way of Ghusl according to Imam Abu Hanifa (R.A) and what will be its method when Ghusl is taken with the help of shower?

ANSWER   




      878

This Question has been answered in Question 426.

As for the procedure whilst using a shower, this will not change. As long as all the Fard are fulfilled, Ghusl will be accepted.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       879   TOPIC : Sheikhs Bayah

I would like to know that what’s the difference between a Muslim who follows a Sheikh and gets Faiz and a Muslim who prays but does not follow a sheikh will their Ibaadat be accepted or will the person who follows a sheikh will get more rewards. The reason I ask is I have heard on the day on judgment they will help their Mureeds is this true?

ANSWER   




      879

With a simple example, I will try my utmost best to explain what the purpose of a Sheikh is in Islam. 

When a person wants to learn how to drive, then he has a few options in front of him. Firstly, he can buy the many driving manuals available and read them cover to cover. He can watch DVDs on how to drive and he can then apply for the driving test. As you can imagine, the chances of him passing are small. 

Secondly, the person can ask a fellow driver (a friend or relative for example) to help in. He can take lessons with him and he can give him practical advice on how to drive. Though infinitely better than the first option, there are still some drawbacks. The person teaching may have some bad habits which he passes on to the driver. He may have no or little knowledge of what the driving test procedures are. 

Finally, a person wishing to drive may seek the help of a qualified and experienced driving instructor, who has knowledge of the road, the driving test and from his teaching experience, knows what mistakes a person is making. This is easily the best opinion available to a person wishing to drive. 

Similarly, a Sheikh is like an experienced teacher and instructor. He knows of the pitfalls a person may face and he knows the way to success. His ultimate aim is to help his students (Mureeds) overcome these hurdles. A person may be able to find success and faith without a Sheikh in the same way a driver may pass his driving test without going to a qualified instructor, but such instances are rare. 

This aside, seeking the company of the pious is seen as pivotal in Islam. Suffice to say, the great rank of thousands of Muslims called the Sahaba Iqraam was achieved on one simple basis; they kept the company of the Blessed Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 

In an oft-cited Hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said a person will be with the one who he loves on the Day of Judgement. This is what is meant by Mureeds being with their Sheikhs on the Day of Judgement. 

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)
QUESTION




       880   TOPIC : Communicating with the Deceased

Is it possible for me to somehow communicate with my grandma who has passed away? Can I give her messages so she can hear me at least? Can I talk to her in any way?

ANSWER   




      
880

There are countless cases from our pious ancestors whereby they were able to communicate with those who had left this world. Some blessed individuals have met pious people in their dreams and have communicated with them.

For us, the best means to communicate with the deceased is to pray for them and perform Sadaqah Jaariya on their behalf. We can express our love for those who have left this world by praying for them and perhaps as a result, Allah will grant us their vision.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       881   TOPIC : Islamic Month
Pretty much every year, there is always a difference in the start of an Islamic month with Saudi Arabia (and those communities that follow them) with those who do not follow Saudi Arabia. We are always told that Saudi are starting the months one day early. 

I would like to know, what is the benefit to Saudi for deliberately starting it a day

early? What is the point of doing this? Clearly they are not doing this by mistake

because as you know this happens year after year. 

I heard that the pre-planned dates are set so it some how helps their economy, but I don’t know if this is true.

ANSWER   




       881

The Saudis use what they call the Umm al-Qura Calendar. This is the calendar employed for both religious purposes and political/social purposes. 
In Egypt for example, the Islamic calendar is only used for religious events. To determine the beginning of Muharram for instance, the religious calendar will be consulted. If there is an important political event (like the opening of Parliament, for example), they will use the Gregorian calendar. 
In Saudi, they use the Islamic calendar for all events. So if there is an event happening in two months time, the date will be given in the Islamic method, even if it is a non-religious event. 
The problem is that because the Islamic calendar is dependant on the moon-sighting each and every month, a meeting in two months time can be in 60 days time, 59 days time or 58 days time. When it comes to planning a major event, this – as you can imagine – can be very problematic. How can a person arrange book a restaurant for a meeting in advance when he is not sure which day it will be? 
Partly because of this, the Umm al-Qura Calendar of Saudi Arabia tries to pre-determine when the 28th Shabaan, Ramadan, Shawwal etc. will be. It is an Islamic calendar predicted in advance. Or to re-word it, it is a forged calendar which is not based on real, lunar sighting. 

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       882   TOPIC :Non Muslims

Can you clarify what will happen to non-Muslims on the day of Kiyamat? 

I have several friends who are devout followers of other religions, for instance, Sikh, Hindu etc. They are good and honest people, but I find it unfair that they may be subject to the fire of Hell. Can you clarify what will happen to them? Will Allah have any mercy?

Surely if they are content with their faith, why would they consider looking into other religions; much like how a Muslim would not look to consider any other faith.

ANSWER   




      882

Allah is all-Wise, all Powerful and Able upon all things. He is not governed by any principles and protocols. Like it is mentioned in a Hadith Qudsi, if everyone in the world believed in Him, His kingdom would not changed, and if everyone in the world disbelieved, His kingdom would not change. 
All humans –Muslim or infidels- will be subject to the same procedure of accounts on the Day of Judgement. If a person has done more good deeds than bad, then he will enter Paradise, and if he has done more bad deeds than good, then he will enter Hell. Most importantly, the condition for the acceptance of good deeds is Imaan, or faith. Without this essential prerequisite, a person’s good deeds count for nothing. 
Note that whenever Allah refers to how good deeds lead to success in the Holy Quran, He also precedes this with the condition of Imaan. 
For instance, Verily those who believe and perform good actions, for them is the gardens of Firdaus…(18; 107)
Those who believe and perform good actions, we will enter them into gardens…(4: 122)

Some scholars state that devout non-Muslims are given a ‘reward’ of some form in this world; respect, money, dignity and so on. This is in light of the verse, 

‘Whoever seeks the cultivation of the hereafter, we shall increase in his cultivation. And whoever seeks the cultivation of the world, we shall give it to him and he shall have no share in the hereafter.’ (Shura; 20)
In other words, the share of the non-Muslims is purely limited to this world.

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       883   TOPIC : Qayamat
Who will Qayamat be for and briefly what will happen?
ANSWER   




      883

After the passing of Hazrat Eisa (A.S) and when there will be only forty years to go for Qayamat. A cold wind will pass underneath everybody’s armpits and its effects will be that all the souls of the Muslims will be extracted and only infidels will remain. Qayamat will come for these infidels.

There will be no one in the world who will say the word of Allah (S.W.T) anymore. For the remaining Forty years no one will have children (i.e. everyone will be over the age of forty). 

Everyone will be doing their day to day duties, when the order of Allah (S.W.T) will come.  Hazrat Israfeel (A.S) will blow the Soor (Horn). The sound of the horn will first of all be very faint, then it will start getting sharper and sharper.

People will listen to the sound with great concentration and then they will be become unconscious and then die. Then the skies, the ground, the sea, the mountains, the Soor and even Hazrat Israfeel (A.S) together with the Angels will be finished. At this time except for Allah (S.W.T) alone, there will be no one left.

After this when Allah (S.W.T) wishes, He will bring back to life Hazrat Israfeel (A.S) and recreate the Soor, and order Hazrat Israfeel (A.S) to blow it again. As soon as the Soor is blown all the people from the beginning to the end, all the Angels, Humans, Jinn, Animals will become alive again.

People will start coming out of their graves and their Aamal Naama (Book of Deeds) will be given to them in their hands and will all start going to the field of Hashr. They will then stand and wait for their judgement and fate.

There will be great delay in this position. The day will be equivalent to Fifty Thousand Years.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       884   TOPIC : Namaz
I want to ask that whenever I say my Namaz, my 1 year child sits in front of me, 
sometimes in my lap. Is it ok to continue my prayer? Will my Namaz be accepted and will the child have Gunnah for it? 

ANSWER   




     884

This will not break your Namaz, nor will your child be accountable for it.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       885   TOPIC : Illness
My husband is suffering from angina pain (a heart disease). Doctors have said he doesn’t have much time! they have surrended! I want to know is there any Quranic Surah I can do Damm over him! Can now something happen? Can you suggest me something .Some Duas or Wazifa or anything?

ANSWER   




     

885

It is advised to recite “Ya Salamu” as much as you can and then blow on your husband. 

Also another suggestion is that you place your hand on his heart and recite Surah Inshirah (The Expanding). 

Inshallah Allah (S.W.T) willing, we hope he regains health.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       886   TOPIC : Illness
Can you please tell me the extent of the physical relationship allowed between husband and wife during Ramadan while fasting and especially after iftar.
ANSWER   




      886

Sexual intercourse between husband and wife is not forbidden in the Month of Ramadan, as long as you do not engage in it whilst Fasting, as this will void your Fast.  

Please also refer to Question 519 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       887   TOPIC : Ayatul Kursi
Can you tell me the meaning of Ayatul Kursi and the benefits of reciting it.

ANSWER   




      887

Ayatul Kursi (Verse of the Throne) is the 255th Ayah of Surah al-Baqarah (The Chapter of the Cow).

The merits of Ayatul Kursi has been mentioned in many AHadith. Although the Quran itself and every Ayah therein are of excellence, Ayatul Kursi is certainly the most excellent verse of all verses.

Below are a few examples of the excellence of Ayatul Kursi.
1.  Hazrat Ibne Masood (R.A) narrates that a person requested Rasoolullah (S.A.W) to teach 
him something that will benefit him. "The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said, "Read Ayatul Kursi, it will protect you, your children, home and even those houses surrounding your house." 

2. Hazrat Ibne Anas (R.A) narrates that Rasoolullah (S.A.W) said: "The one who recites Ayatul Kursi after every Fard Salah, Allah (S.W.T) will grant him a gratifying heart, actions of the truthful and reward like the Ambiya. Special mercies will descend upon him, and death is the only barrier from his entrance into Jannah. On dying he will enter Jannah". 

3. Hazrat Ayesha (R.A.) narrates that once a person came to the Beloved Prophet (S.A.W) and said that there was absolutely no "Barakat" (blessings) in the things at home.    The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) replied, "Why are you neglectful of Ayatul Kursi." 

4. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said: When leaving home, if one recites Ayatul Kursi, 
then Allah (S.W.T) will send 70,000 Angels to do Istighfar for him until he returns home, and upon his return Poverty will be removed from him.
5. Blowing it upon food and drink brings blessings and abundance. 

6. The thief does not come near its reciter.

7. When one reads it and blows on his possessions and goods, then Shaitan will not come near. 

8. Holy Prophet (S.A.W) has said: These things increase ones memory: sweets, meat of an animal near the neck, Adas (Lentils), cold bread and recitation of Ayatul Kursi.

9. Recitation of Ayatul Kursi for the deceased, gives them light (Noor) in the grave.

10. Frequent recitation makes ones own death easy.

11. When leaving home, if one recites it once, the Almighty has one group of Angels to come and protect you. If recited twice, 2 groups of Angels are assigned to do this. If recited 3 times Allah (S.W.T) tells the Angels not to worry as the Almighty himself takes care of him.

12. Hazrate Fatima Zahra (R.A) narrates, "When the time approached for her delivery, then the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) ordered Hazrat Umme Salmah (R.A) and Hazrate Zainab (R.A) to go to Hazrate Fatima (R.A) and recite Ayatul Kursi and "Inna Rabba Kumullaah" (the whole Ayat) and the last two Quls and blow on her.

13. When one is alone in the house, recitation of Ayatul Kursi and asking Allah (S.W.T) for help will make you remain calm and you will not fear.

14. Hazrat Ali (R.A) narrates, “I cannot understand how a person, who is a Muslim, and owner of reason (intellect) can spend the night without reading Ayatul Kursi. If you knew the benefits of it, then you will never discard it under any condition”. Rasoolullah (S.A.W) stated ,"I have been given Ayatul Kursi from the treasures under the Arsh of Allah (S.W.T) and it was not given to anyone before me". 

Hazrat Ali (R.A) says, "From the time I have heard this, I have never passed a night without reading it". 

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       888   TOPIC : Marriage Proposal
Merey liye q rishtey nahi aathy..koi Wazifa bata dey plz?
English Interpretation:

Why are there no marriage proposal coming for me? Please tell me some Wazifa.

ANSWER   




      888

Please refer to Question 450 on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       889   TOPIC : Masturbation
Why is masturbating Haraam?

ANSWER   




      889

Allah Almighty –through his infinite wisdom – has ordained certain things for us and forbidden others. As Muslims we believe that if Allah has ordered us to do something, then this is because there is benefit in it for us. Likewise, if Allah has told us to stay away from something, then it is because there it is detrimental for us. Because humans are weak and ignorant, they will not always be able to appreciate the wisdom in Allah’s commands. 

The scholars comment that masturbating is forbidden for many reasons; 

(I) because the Quran forbids it (70: 29-31) 

(II) because it causes physical weakness 

(III) because it is not the cure for sexual tension; the Prophet said ‘O young people! Whoever among you can marry, should marry, because it helps him lower his gaze and guard his modesty (i.e. his private parts from committing illegal sexual intercourse etc.), and whoever is not able to marry, should fast, as fasting diminishes his sexual power.’

(Answered by: Alims at Islamic Centre, Leicester, UK.)

QUESTION




       890   TOPIC : Big Angel and Fast
My question is about a poster which was displayed in the mosque about an Angel which the Prophet (S.A.W) came across on Meraj Shareef. It was a big size and had so many heads, and it was appointed by Allah (S.W.T) to do Thasbi for all those who Fast. Could you please mention it again as I have forgotten the full event and the description of the Angel.

ANSWER   




      890

The poster I think you are referring to is called: An Amazing Angel. The event is a follows:
The Holy Prophet (Peace and Blessing be Upon Him and His Family) said: 

“On the night of Ascension (Meraj Shareef), I saw an Angel at Sidratul Muntaha that I had never seen before. It was so big in length and breadth that it would take a hundred thousand years to cover its size. It had 70,000 heads and each head had 70,000 faces and each face had 70,000 tongues. On each tongue were 70,000 birds of light and on each bird there were a hundred thousand pearls dangling. Each pearl contained a large river and there were huge fishes in the river. The size of each fish was 2 years travel time. On the stomach of each fish was written ‘Laa Ilaha Illal Laah Muhammadur Rasoolullah.’ 

The Angel had one hand on his head and the other hand was on his back. The Angel was in “Khazeeratul Quds”, in other words in Paradise. When he praises Allah (S.W.T) in his sweet voice, the Throne of Allah (S.W.T) is overjoyed and sways from side to side in happiness. I asked Hazrat Jibraeel (A.S) about this Angel and was told that this Angel was created 2000 years before Hazrat Adam (A.S) was created. I asked how tall and wide he was and Jibraeel (A.S) replied that Allah (S.W.T) has made a huge meadow in Paradise and that is where he lives. This Angel has been ordered by Allah (S.W.T) to pray Rosaries (Tasbeeh) on behalf of you and all those from your Nation who Fast. 

I saw two large containers in front of the Angel and each one contained a thousand locks of light. I asked Hazrat Jibraeel (A.S) about them and he told me to ask the Angel. I asked that amazing Angel what those containers were for. 

He replied, ‘They contain information about the freedom from the fire of those of your followers who Fast. Congratulations to you and to those from your Nation who Fast.’” 
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       891   TOPIC : Marriage
I have heard that you cannot get married between the two Eids. Is this true?

ANSWER   




      891

Please refer to question 876 on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       892   TOPIC : Animals

Do animals go to heaven or hell? And what happens to their souls? 

ANSWER      

      892
To respond to your question I am solely relying on the answer given in the famous book : Al Malfuz al Sharif, which is Anecdotes of Al Hazrat Imam Ahmed Raza Khan (R.A).
Someone asked the Imam the following question:  

Is it correct that all the animals will be ordered to turn to dust on the Day of Qiyamah? Where will their souls go? 
Imams Saabs Response: 

It is proven form the Holy Quran that they will turn to dust, but nothing is mentioned about their souls. The Shariah has mentioned that all dangerous animals will be selected to inflict Azab (Punishment) on the Kuffar (Dis-believers) in Jahannam (Hell). As the Angels in Jahannam will feel no heat and discomfort, likewise will be the state of these animals.

The dog of Ashab al Khaf (People of the Cave) will be given the shape of Balam Baur and sent to Jannah (Paradise) and he will be given the shape of that dog and sent to Jahannam. The camel (Naqa) of Nabi Swaleh (A.S) and the camel (Naqa) Ad’bah will be sent to Jannah. (Ad’bah was the camel of Sayyiduna Rasulullah (S.A.W) and He performed His last Hajj (Hajjatul Widah) on it)
The rest of the animals will be turned to dust. When the Kuffar will see them turn to dust, they will say: If only we too could be turned to dust (similar to the animals). 

(Surah Al Naba, verse 40)    

(Answer taken from Al Malfuz al Sharif, Vol 4, Page 547)

In addition it is worth mentioning that Balam Baur was a very great Alim of Bani Israil. He was Mustajab al Dawat (one whose Duas were instantly accepted by Allah (S.W.T). 

The people coaxed and bribed him with lots of wealth to curse and destroy Sayyiduna Nabi Musa (A.S). This greedy and evil man fell for the bribe and lifted his hands to curse Nabi Musa (A.S). But the Qudrat of Allah (S.W.T) prevailed and instead of cursing the Prophet of Allah (A.S) he cursed himself. Thus, Almighty Allah destroyed him. 

(Description taken from Al Malfuz al Sharif, Vol 3, Page 373)
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       893   TOPIC : Black Marks on Forehead
What Is The Significance of the Black-Mark on the Forehead (Mehrab, Noor)? As I have come to know, back in the days, good people had it as well as ignorant people.

ANSWER      

      893
These marks are generally caused by prostrating on hard surfaces. There is no significance to relate that the pious only have these marks.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       894   TOPIC : Water of Fish Tank

Can I read Namaz if I have got water from a fish tank on my clothes. Is the water Napaak (impure).

ANSWER      

      894
The water of aquatic animals is pure. This will not make your clothes unclean.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       895   TOPIC : Breaking of Fast

Will Fast break by eating or drinking by mistake?
ANSWER      

      895
Whilst in Fast, if a person ate, drank or did anything which is against Fasting by mistake, the Fast will not break. It is important to remember that as soon as one realizes the mistake he should immediately stop that action. If the person still continues with that action despite remembering then in this case the Fast will be void.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       896   TOPIC : Breaking of Fast

Due to earache, if I pour oil inside my ear, will my Fast break?
ANSWER      

      896
To pour oil (or medicine etc) into the ear whilst Fasting, irrespective whether you have earache or not, your Fast will break.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       897   TOPIC : Fasting While Taking Medication
I am a new Muslima and I am taking medication that I can't take before my Fasting starts. I know once the medication is taken my Fast would be broken. My question is, Is there any way I can participate in Fast since I take this medication?

ANSWER   




      897
It is difficult to give any specific advice through this facility regarding individual circumstances.
However firstly it would be advised to seek out medical advice from your GP, and find out whether there is any way the medication can be taken before Sehri and after Iftar times, without causing you further harm. If on medical grounds this can not be done then you will be allowed to miss your Fast.

If this medication is required as treatment for a short illness, you can compensate for missed Fasts by Fasting on other days when you are well. However if are unable to keep your missed Fasts later, due to the long-term use of medication, then in this situation you should do Fidya.

For further information regarding Fidya, Please refer to question 862 on our website.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       898   TOPIC : Haiz
I have a problem which I need further clarification. My normal period time is on average 6 days each month. This month the time has gone past the 6 days mark and it is now reached 11 days I don’t seem to be stopping. In this situation what shall I do with regards to keeping Fast and performing Salah?
ANSWER   




      898

If bleeding continues for more than the days of regular habit, you are required to wait 
for 10 days in Haiz. After this time you will be classified as out of Haiz and in the condition of Istihaazah (illness).

Whilst in Haiz you are not allowed to Fast, Perform Salah, Read the Quran etc, (It is worth noting that once you are out of the state of Haiz, you will have to perform all missed Fard Fasts)

In Istihaazah you are required to perform Salah and keep obligatory Fasts.

As you have mentioned that you have now reached your 11th day in this state, you are therefore required to perform Ghusl, Keep obligatory Fasts of Ramadan and observe Salah. It is important to remember that fresh Wudu for each Salah has to be performed up until you remain in the state of Istihaazah. 

Please also refer to Q389 and Q528 on our website.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       899   TOPIC : Fast
If a woman faces Haiz or Nifaas in the state of Fard Fast, will she be able to continue with her Fast for that Day? 
ANSWER   




      899

If a woman faces Haiz or Nifaas in the state of Fast, her Fast will be invalid and it will be Fard (obligatory) on her to observe the missed Fard Fast, once she is Paak (Clean). As for being in optional Fast (Nafil Fast), it would be Wajib (essential act) to repeat the Fast.

(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)
QUESTION




       900   TOPIC : Aqeeqah
I'm going to do my daughter's Aqeeqah a few months after she was born. I already cut her hair and gave it in charity when she was 7 days old. What I'm asking is do I have to cut her hair again when I go slaughter the goat? Also, what is the proper supplication to recite when slaughtering the animal for an Aqeeqah. If you can, please use transliteration and Arabic with the English translation. Thank you so very much and may Allah bless you

ANSWER   




      900

 “Bismillah, Allah Hu Akbar” (Translation : In the name of Allah, Allah is the Greatest) is 
recited while slaughtering an animal. This is the same supplication for slaughtering an animal for Aqeeqah. 

It is worth remembering that when slaughtering the animal the Neith (Intension) for performing the Aqeeqah for your daughter should be done. In doing so, you hope to obtain the reward of fulfilling the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)’s Sunnah.

Perform the Dua on the meat and distribute accordingly. 

As for cutting the hair of your daughter, you are not required to do this again as you have already performed this Sunnah.
(Answered by: Hafiz Mohammed Akhtar)









